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A SURVEY ON G-GRAPH OF GROUPS

A. R. ASHRAFI AND F. GHOLAMINEZHAD∗

Abstract. In this survey the structure of one of the powerful group presentations, introduced by Alain
Bretto is studied which is called G-graph. This survey contains some sections of properties, examples,
characterization and groups automorphism of G-graphs. There are also some well-known graphs that
have the structure of G-graphs. Moreover, in this survey we compare G-graph with the Cayley graph
especially to examine the Hamiltonian property of such graphs for a given group. Furthermore by
using the construction of a hypergraph, the spectra of the G-graph is reported. Finally, in the last
section, the structure of the G-graph is considered as a network and connectivity property is studied.

1. Introduction

Groups are designed to study the collection of symmetries of the object preserving some of its
structures. Graphs can be considered as an interesting tool for study groups. Then many scientists
have to deal with these theories and for example, introduce the new structures as graphs on groups to
find some properties of them. Indeed the algebraic graph theory is the most productive area that can be
considered to represent a group with the structure of the associated graph of that structure, [18,30]. A
popular representation of a group by a graph is the well-known structure, Cayley graph [20,21]. There
are a lot of nice works on these graphs. Some properties of Cayley graphs are that they are symmetric,
regular, and vertex-transitive, which are interesting especially for the study of interconnection networks
[19], but there are some limitations: Many well-known graphs are not Cayley graphs, they are always
regular and they do not give much information about the group. Also, it has been proved that the
associated Cayley graphs of two isomorphic groups are isomorphic, but not conversely.
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Like Cayley graphs, G-graphs have specific symmetries and regularity. So they can be used in any
areas of science where Cayley graphs can be used. Because unlike Cayley graphs, G-graphs can be
semi-regular and edge-transitive. Thus they are useful, for example in constructing symmetric and
semi-symmetric networks, [14]. Various characteristics of the group can be seen on the corresponding
G-graph. The properties of a G-graph can be applied to problems where the limited information from
a Cayley graph is insufficient to solve the problem.

This survey talks about the new representation of the group called G-graph, introduced by Bretto,
[11,17]. especially to study the graph isomorphism problem. Bretto and his coauthors presented some
properties of a new type of graph constructed from a group like the Cayley graph and presented an
algorithm to construct it. A graph that can be used as a powerful tool for representing a group, that
does not have Cayley graphs’ limitations, [15]. Most well-known graphs are in fact G-graphs and they
are good tools in the construction of symmetric and semi-symmetric graphs. Also, we can see that
this structure can be used in studying the cage problem, [41]. For example, it gives a better upper
bound for the (p, 6)-cage problem than the Sauer bound, [13].

Moreover, we can use the structure of G-graph to study a well-known classical problem: Lovász
conjecture [36], (1969) on a Hamiltonian path in a graph, which says that every finite connected
vertex-transitive graph contains a Hamiltonian path. Other important applications of the structure
of G-graphs, are in computer science and networking. In [23] there are the robustness and complexity
properties of G-graph networks. In this survey, first, we bring some needed definitions and preliminaries
of group theory and graph theory, then the definition of G-graph with the properties and some nice
examples of G-graphs. Then we focus on the characterization of the structure and the automorphism
group of the G-graph of some special finite groups. Moreover, we study the Hamiltonicity and the
automorphism groups of the G-graph and the Involution G-graph of some finite groups and compare
them with their corresponding Cayley graph, [2].

1.1. Group theory. One of the significant algebraic structures on a set G with a binary operation is
known as a group, which is equipped by associative law, [31, 32]. In the whole of this survey, groups
are finite and the identity element of a group G is denoted by 1. The number of elements in a group or
size of G is |G| = n and the order of each element g ∈ G is denoted by o(g). Let G be a group with the
non-empty subset S = {s1, s2, . . . , sk}. S is a set of generators of G if any element g ∈ G can be written
by the product of some elements in S. Then G is generated by S as we write G = 〈s1, s2, . . . , sk〉.

A group G is said to act on the left on a set Ω, (G|Ω), when there is an operation from G×Ω to Ω

such that 1 · x = x and a(bx) = (ab)x for a, b ∈ G and x ∈ Ω. So by the orbit stabilizer theorem, the
size of any orbit 〈g〉x equals |G|

|Gx| , for a g ∈ G. A group action is transitive if for every pair of elements
x and y in G there is an element g ∈ G such that g · x = y.

Let H be a subgroup of G, the set Hx is a right coset of H in G and TH = {Hx|x ∈ G} is a right
transversal for H with all the right cosets of H in G that for every x and y in G, Hx ∩Hy = ∅.
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An S-group is a couple (G,S), where G is a finite group generated by its subset S. A S-group
morphism between (G1, S1) and (G2, S2) is a morphism f : G1 −→ G2 such that f(S1) ⊆ f(S2). The
automorphism group of (G,S) is denoted by Aut(G,S).

Let H and K be two groups and Ω be a set such that K acts on Ω. Then, the wreath product of
H by K, H oK, is defined as the set of all pairs (f ; k) in which k ∈ K and f : Ω −→ H is a function.
A product on H oK can be defined as follows:

(f1; k1)(f2; k2) = (g; k1k2)

where for any i ∈ Ω, g(i) = f1(i)f2(i
k1).

Elements in {s1, . . . , sk} are pairwise independent in G if for any pair {si, sj}, such that siaisjaj = 1,
we have that si

ai = sj
aj = 1, for ai, aj ∈ Z.

1.2. Graph theory. A graph Γ = (V,E) contains a set of vertices V and a set of edges E, with an
adjacency matrix M , that each array shows the number of edges between every pair of vertices. You
can refer to [7, 9], to study graph theory and algebraic graph theory. In whole of this survey graphs
are finite, i.e., the vertex set and the edge set of the graph Γ have finite cardinalities. Two graphs are
isomorphic when there is an isomorphism between the vertex sets which preserves the adjacencies. A
simple graph has no multi-edges and loops and a k-partite graph has a partition of V in k parts such
that any part does not contain any edges. L(Γ) is the line graph of Γ in which V (L(Γ)) = E(Γ) and
two vertices are adjacent if and only if they are on a common vertex in Γ.

When the vertex set of the subgraph Γ′ equals the vertex set of the graph Γ, we call it the spanning
subgraph. An induced subgraph ΓU of a graph Γ = Γ(V,E), generated by U ⊂ V is a subgraph such
that its edge set contains all edges of Γ which connect the vertices in ΓU . A clique is an induced
complete subgraph.

A graph Γ = Γ(V,E) is said to be vertex-transitive, if for any pair of vertices v, u ∈ V , there exists
an automorphism α ∈ Aut(Γ) such that α(v) = u. Similarly, an edge-transitive graph is a graph
whose edge-automorphism group AutE(Γ) acts transitively on its edges. A graph that is both vertex-
transitive and edge-transitive is called a symmetric graph. A regular graph that is edge-transitive but
not vertex-transitive is called a semi-symmetric graph.

A connected, simple graph is Hamiltonian, when there is at least one cycle in a graph that passes
all vertices exactly once. Also, a graph has a Hamiltonian path, when there is a path that visits each
vertex exactly once.

For a vertex v, N(v) will denote the neighborhood of v and δ(Γ) the minimum vertex degree in
Γ. For a connected graph Γ, the vertex-connectivity of Γ denoted by κ(Γ) is the smallest number
of vertices whose removal induces a disconnected or single-vertex graph. Similarly, edge-connectivity
denoted by λ(Γ) is the smallest number of edges whose removal induces a disconnected graph. Γ is
k-(vertex)-connected if κ(Γ) ≥ k and k-edge-connected if λ(Γ) ≥ k.

For any graph Γ we have,
κ(Γ) ≤ λ(Γ) ≤ δ(Γ).
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If a graph Γ has a closed walk containing all edges but with no repeated edge and returns to the
first vertex of the path, then Γ has an Eulerian cycle and is called an Eulerian graph.

If one can label all vertices (edges) of a graph Γ with the minimum number of colors, such that every
two adjacent vertices (edges) have different colors, then there is a vertex(edge)-coloring associated with
Γ. The smallest number of colors needed to color Γ is called its chromatic number, and is denoted by
χ(Γ)

In [18] Theorem 1.1, there is a theorem that says:

Theorem 1.1. (a) A graph and its complement have the same automorphism group.
(b) Suppose a graph Γ contains n ≥ 1 connected components each of which are isomorphic to Σ.

Then Aut(Γ) = Aut(Σ) o Sn.
(c) Aut(Kn) = Sn.

Suppose G is a finite group with identity element 1 and a non-empty subset S. A Cayley graph
Cay(G,S) is the graph with vertex set V consisting of the elements of G. An edge connects vertices
g1, g2 ∈ V if there exists some s ∈ S such that g2 = sg1. If S = S−1 the graph is undirected. [30] For
a given group G and S ⊂ G, the number of connected components of the Cayley graph Cay(G,S) is
|G : 〈S〉|.

For a given graph Γ, A(Γ) and M(Γ) are adjacency and incidence matrices, respectively. The (i, j)-
entry in M(Γ), equals 1 if the vertex vi is on the edge ej and 0 otherwise. Consider the determinant of
λIn −A(Γ) which is the characteristic polynomial of graph Γ. The roots are the eigenvalues of graph
Γ, denoted by λn ≤ λ2 ≤ . . . ≤ λn which are the spectrum of Γ denoted by Spec(Γ). In other words,
the set of eigenvalues of the adjacency matrix of a graph is called the spectrum of the graph.

The set of eigenvalues of the adjacency matrix of a graph is called the spectrum. λ[α] denotes that
the multiplicity of λ is α ∈ N+. The graph Γ is integral if all of its eigenvalues are integers.

There are many operations on the finite graphs. We give the definition of some well-known oper-
ations, used in this paper. For instance the joined union of two graphs Γ1 = K3 and Γ2 = K2, is a
complete graph Γ1[Γ2] = K5.

The Cartesian product of m graphs Γi = (Vi, Ei), 1 ≤ i ≤ m is defined by Γ1 × Γ2 × · · · × Γm =

(V1×V2× . . .×Vm, E), in which two vertices v = (v1, v2, . . . , vk) and u = (u1, u2, . . . , um) are adjacent
when there is the following conditions:

(∃i|vi − ui ∈ E(Γi))
∧

(vj = ui, ∀j 6= i).

The Hamming graph H(d, q) is the cartesian product of d complete graphs Kq. Generalized Ham-
ming graphs is the cartesian product of m complete graphs Kn1 ×Kn2 ×Knm . By this construction,
two different vertices (v1, v2, . . . , vm) and (u1, u2, . . . , um) are adjacent if and only if they differ in just
one coordinate. H(1, q) is complete graph Kq. H(2, q) is the lattice graph. H(d, 1) is the singleton
graph K1. H(d, 2) is the hypercube graph Qd.

In the following, there are some preliminaries on the intersection graph and hypergraph that we use
in Subsection 4.1 and they are good tools to find some relations between the Cayley graph and the
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G-graph of a finite group G. Moreover, for a given hypergraph H we need to know the definition of
its line graph, the dual graph, and the 2-section graph.

Consider a family of non-empty sets which have some elements in their intersections. An intersection
graph represents the pattern of such intersections and any graph can have a corresponding intersection
graph.

Definition 1.2. A hypergraph H = (V,E = (Ei)) on a finite set V is a family of non-empty subsets
Ei of V where

⋃
i∈I Ei = V , [10].

A hypergraph is simple if Ei ⊆ Ej implies i = j, which means that there are no repeated hyperedges
in H. For any vertex u ∈ V , deg(u) is the number of hyperedges such that contains u. A hypergraph
is called k-uniform when for every Vi, |Vi| = k.

The line graph of a hypergraph H, shown by L(H) is the graph with vertex set the hyperedges of
H that two distinct vertices u, v are adjacent if the hyperedges standing for u and v have a non-empty
intersection.

For a given hypergraph H = (V = (ui), E = (Vj)), the dual of H is the hypergraph denoted by
H∗ = ((Vj), (Xi)) whose vertices (Vi) correspond to the hyperedges of H, such that it’s hyperedges
are given by (Xi) = ({Vj : ui ∈ Vj})

The 2-section of H is denoted by [H]2 is the graph with the vertex set same as V (H) and two
vertices are adjacent when they are in the same hyperedge of H.

2. G-graph, properties and examples

In this section the construction of the structure of G-graph is studied, [15, 16, 27, 35]. We define
graph with some general properties and we give some interesting examples. Especially the structure
of the G-graph of symmetric and alternating groups is studied in this section. Moreover, the G-graph
of the dihedral, semi-dihedral, and Quaternion groups will be obtained.

Let (G,S) be a finite S-group, with a non-empty subset S of size k ≥ 1. For any s ∈ S, we consider
the left action of the subgroup H = 〈s〉 on G. Thus, there is a partition G =

⊔
x∈Ts
〈s〉x, where Ts is

the right transversal of H. The cardinality of 〈s〉 is o(s) and o(s) is the order of the element s.

Definition 2.1. For a finite group G with a non-empty subset S of size k ≥ 1, consider the cycles

(s)x = (x, sx, s2x, s3x, . . . , so(s)−1x)

of the permutation gs : x 7−→ sx, s ∈ S of the symmetric group SG. Φ(G,S) = (V ;E) is a G-graph of
G with respect to S. The vertex set and the edge set are defined as follows:

• V = V (Φ(G,S)) = ts∈SVs, where Vs = {(s)x, x ∈ Ts}.
• Two different vertices (s)x and (t)y, are adjacent with a multi-edges between (s)x and (t)y of

multiplicity d ≥ 1, when |〈s〉x ∩ 〈t〉y| = d ≥ 1.

Notice that 〈s〉x is the support of the cycle (s)x, and every vertex (s)x has o(s) loops. The simple
form of Φ(G,S) with no multi-edges except loops is denoted by Φ̃(G,S) and the simple form of Φ(G,S)
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with no multi-edges and no loops is denoted by Φ̂(G,S). Then the vertices (s)x and (t)y in V (Φ̂) are
connected by a single edge if 〈s〉x ∩ 〈t〉y is non-empty.

One cycle of gs contains the unit element 1, namely (s)1 = (1, s, s2, . . . , so(s)−1). Since the left
G-graph is similarly defined and is isomorphic to the right G-graph, we will only consider the right G-
graph and call it simply G-graph. In [11], G-graphs are defined as multi-graphs with one edge between
(s)x and (t)y for every element of 〈s〉x ∩ 〈t〉y. But we prefer to use the simple form of G-graph and
then replace a multi-edge by a single edge. This gives a natural labeling of edges by associating the
edge (s)x − (t)y with |〈s〉x ∩ 〈t〉y| which also gives a natural weight system. Thus the degree of the
vertex (s)x in the multi-graph is equal to the weighted degree defined as the sum of weights of edges
incident to (s)x.

By construction Φ(G,S) is a |S| = k-partite graph with Vs, s ∈ S as parts. Every vertex of Vs

has the weighted degree (k − 1)o(s). Vs corresponds to the collection of all cosets associated with the
cyclic group 〈s〉. Every coset 〈s〉x, x ∈ G, induces a partition of the group G, then every element of
G is associated with exactly one vertex in Vs for each s ∈ S. Thus:

Proposition 2.2. Vs is the set of all cosets containing x which induces a clique of size k in the graph.
Consequently Φ(G,S) is of chromatic number k.

In the whole of this survey, mostly the simple form of G-graphs without multi-edges and loops are
used with the notation of Φ̂(G,S). In the case of having no multi-edges except loops we use Φ̃(G,S)

to show the structure.

2.1. Properties of G-graph. For a finite group G of order n and it’s non-empty subset S of sizek ≥ 1,
let Φ = Φ(G,S) = (V,E) be a G-graph associated to G. In the following some properties of a G-graph
is presented, that each of them is illustrated by the definition of G-graph.

(1) Φ(G,S) is a k-partite and every vertex has o(s)−loops.
(2) Φ(G,S) has no multi edges if and only if for all s, t ∈ S, 〈s〉 ∩ 〈t〉 = {1}.
(3) Φ(G,S) is connected if and only if G = 〈S〉.
(4) ( [4], Proposition 2.6) For every vertex v = (s)x ∈ V (Φ(G,S)), deg(v) = o(s)(k − 1) and each

level Vs(Φ(G,S)) contains no(s) vertices. Therefore

|V (Φ̃(G,S))| = |G|
∑
s∈S

1

o(s)
, |E(Φ̃(G,S))| = 1

2
nk(k − 1).

(5) If for all s ∈ S, o(s) = r, then the G-graph Φ̂(G,S) is regular of degree r(k − 1).
(6) Suppose that the elements of S are pairwise independent, then Φ(G,S) is a simple graph. Note

that two elements s and t in S ⊆ G are independent when the intersection of 〈s〉x and 〈t〉y,
for x, y ∈ G is identity.

(7) ([16], Proposition 3) Let Φ̃(G,S) be a connected bipartite and regular of degree p, for a prime
number p, then either Φ̃ is simple or it is of order 2, .

(8) ([15], Corollary 4.4) If k is odd and G = 〈S〉, then Φ(G,S) is eulerian, .
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(9) ( [16], Theorem 4.6,) Consider an isomorphism f between two groups (G1, S1) and (G2, S2),
such that f(S1) = S2, where S1 and S2 are the subsets of G1 and G2, respectively. Then
Φ(G1, S1) ∼= Φ(G2, S2) Now let G1 and G2 be two abelian groups. These two groups are
isomorphic if and only if Φ(G1, G1) ∼= Φ(G2, G2).

(10) ([16], Theorem 2.4) Let Φ̂(G,S = {a, b}) be a simple connected G-graph and S∗ = (〈a〉∪ 〈b〉)\
{1}. Then L(Φ̂) ' Cay(G,S∗), where L denotes the line graph.

Theorem 2.3. Suppose S1 and S2 are both generating sets for the group G, with |S1| = |S2| = m.
Assume that the elements of S1 and S2 are of the same order, then Φ̃(G,S1) ∼= Φ̃(G,S2).

Proof. Since G = 〈S1〉 = 〈S2〉, with |S1| = |S2| and the elements of them have the same order, then
there is an group isomorphism between (G,S1) and (G,S2). This illustrates that their corresponding
G-graphs are isomorphic. □

The adjacency matrix of G-graph is the useful tool to identify when a graph has the structure of
G-graph or not. The adjacency matrix of a G-graph Φ̃(G,S) is a symmetric matrix M(Φ̃) = (aij),
such that for two vertices 〈si〉x〉 and 〈sj〉y, we have that

aij =

{
|〈si〉x ∩ 〈sj〉y| i 6= j

0 i = j

Assume that ds(v) is the sum of all entries of a column (row) v in the adjacency matrix M of a
G-graph Φ̃(G,S) = (V,E). We can see that ds(v) equals to the degree of the corresponding vertex
v = 〈s〉x. If the determinant of submatrix Ms equals 2, then ds(v) = o(s) and if det(Ms) = l > 2,
then o(s) = ds(v)

l−1 .
All columns (rows) of the block Ms in M have the same degree. Let det(Ms) > 2. If there exists

columns (rows) v1, v2 such that ds(v1) − ds(v2) = 1, then the graph represented by the adjacency
matrix M(Γ) is not a G-graph. The number of edges |E| = 1

2(
∑

(ds(v))) is the total sum of the entries
of the upper or lower diagonal. Because M(Φ̃) is a symmetric matrix.

Now we bring a nice theorem on the automorphism group of G-graphs.

Theorem 2.4 ([12]). Let Φ̃ = Φ̃(G,S) = (V,E) be a G-graph, where |S| ≥ 2. There is an associated
map δg : V −→ V , such that δg((s)x) = (s)xg−1 and any element u in 〈s〉x∩ 〈t〉y goes to ug−1. Then

1) δ : G −→ Aut(Φ̃) is a morphism.
2) ∆ = {δg|g ∈ G} acts transitively on every vertex subset Vs, s ∈ S, and

Stab∆(δg) is a cyclic subgroup of Aut(Φ̃).
3) Ker∆ =

⋂
s∈S,x∈G(x〈s〉x−1).

4) Φ̃ is vertex transitive.

Proof. 1) We have δg−1(Vs) ⊆ Vs and if (s)xg−1 = (s)yg−1, then there exists i such that xg−1 =

siyg−1 and siy ∈ Ts, that means (s)x = (s)y. Moreover (s)x = δg−1((s)xg). Let u ∈ 〈s〉x∩〈t〉y
and e = (s)x− (t)y ∈ E be an edge of Φ̃. Then δg−1(e) is an edge between (s)xg−1 and (t)yg−1
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that maps u to ug−1. We can see that δg−1 |E is an injection, hence δg−1 ∈ Aut(Φ̃). Also δg is
an injective. We show that δ(g1g2) = δ(g1)δ(g2): for a vertex (s)x ∈ V ,

δ(g1g2)((s)x) = δ(g1g2)−1((s)x) = (s)x(g1g2),

and also

δ(g1)δ(g2)((s)x) = δg−1
1
δg−1

2
((s)x) = (δg2−1(s)x)g1 = (s)xg1g2,

Then δ ∈ Aut(Φ̃).
2) For (s)x, (s)y ∈ Vs, we have (s)y = (s)xx−1y = δx−1y((s)x), then δg is transitive on Vs.

For two vertices (s)x ∈ Vs and (t)x ∈ Vt, if δ(x−1〈s〉x) = δ(x−1〈t〉x) then 〈s〉 = 〈t〉 which
is a contradiction. If δg((s)x) = (s)x then the cycles (s)xg−1 and (s)x are the same and
g ∈ x−1〈s〉x. conversely if g ∈ x−1〈s〉x, for an i ≥ 0, g = x−1s−ix, and xg−1 = six. Since for
all k ≥ 0, skxg−1 = sk+ix, then (s)xg−1 = (s)x that means δg((s)x) = (s)x. On the other
hand for an 0 ≤ i ≤ o(s), since δ(si) ∈ δ(〈s〉), then Stab((s)) = δ(〈s〉) is a cyclic subgroup of
δ(G) with an order ds which devides o(s).

3) To show Ker(δ) =
⋂

s∈S,x∈G x〈s〉x−1, let g ∈ Ker(δ), then for every x ∈ G and s ∈ S,
(s)xg−1 = (s)x, so g = x−1s−ix, for i ≥ 0. Hence xg−1 = six ∈ x−1〈s〉x. Now let g ∈ x−1〈s〉x,
then there exists i ≥ 0 such that g = x−1s−ix, so δg((s)x) = (s)x and g ∈ Ker(δ). For every
s, t ∈ S, that 〈s〉 ∩ 〈t〉 = {1}, we have that Ker(δ) = {id}.

4) By using the previous parts and according to the function of δ, obviously Φ̃ is vertex transitive.
□

In the following there are some nice examples of the simple form of G-graphs of some finite groups.

Example 2.5. Let G = Z2 × Z2 and S = {a = (1, 0), b = (0, 1), c = (1, 1)} be it’s generating set.
Φ̂(G,S) is the octahedral graph which is the connected and o(si) = 4-regular, si ∈ S.

(a)1

(b)1

(c)b

(a)c

(b)a

(c)1

Figure 1. Φ̂(Z2 × Z2, {a, b, c}).

Example 2.6. The G-graph of a cyclic group of order 16 with S = {1, 4, 8} is as follows:

Example 2.7. Let G = Zr × Zt be the direct product of two cyclic groups generated by S =

{(a, 1), (1, b)}. Then we see that Φ̂(G,S) is a connected bipartite graph, isomorphic to Kr,t.
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Figure 2. Φ̂(Z16, {1, 4, 8})

2.2. G-graph of symmetric and alternating groups. As you know the symmetric groups Sn are
generated by the transpositions. Now we bring the structure of the G-graph of Sn with the generating
set of its transpositions.

Theorem 2.8. Let (G,S) = (Sn, S), with the generating set of all the transpositions, is isomorphic
to the connected, n(n−1)

2 -partite and n(n− 1)− 2-regular graph. Φ̂(Sn, S) contains n(n−1)
2 × n!

2 vertices
and |E| = 2|V | = n(n−1)n!

2 edges.

Proof. Since |S| = n(n−1)
2 , hence the G-graph is n(n−1)

2 -partite. The graph Φ̂(G,S) is (n(n− 1)− 2)-
regular, because the transpositions are of order 2, thus o(si) = 2. Let vi = 〈si〉g, you see that
deg(vi) = o(si)(|S| − 1) = 2(n(n−1)

2 − 1) = n(n− 1)− 2. Since there are n!
2 distinct cosets in all n(n−1)

2

cyclic subgroups 〈si〉, and each distinct coset forms a vertex, then there shall be n! × n(n−1)
2 vertices

in all. The number of edges equals |E| = n(n−1)
2 |G| = n(n−1)n!

2 . □

Example 2.9. Let G = S3 and S be one of the following generating sets. Then
a) If S = {(1, 2), (2, 3)}, then

〈(1, 2)〉1 = {1, (1, 2)}, 〈(1, 2)〉(1, 3) = {(1, 3), (1, 3, 2)}, 〈(1, 2)〉(2, 3) = {(2, 3), (1, 2, 3)}.

〈(2, 3)〉1 = {1, (2, 3)}, 〈(2, 3)〉(1, 2) = {(1, 2), (1, 3, 2)}, 〈(2, 3)〉(1, 3) = {(1, 3), (1, 2, 3)}.

Then Φ̂(S3, S) is isomorphic to a cycle C6.
b) If S = {(1, 2), (1, 2, 3)}, then

〈(1, 2)〉1 = {1, (1, 2)}, 〈(1, 2)〉(1, 3) = {(1, 3), (1, 3, 2)}, 〈(1, 2)〉(2, 3) = {(2, 3), (1, 2, 3)}.

〈(1, 2, 3)〉1 = {(1, 2, 3), (1, 3, 2)}, 〈(1, 2, 3)〉(1, 2) = {(1, 2), (1, 3), (2, 3)}.

Thus Φ̂(S3, S) ∼= K2,3 which is a complete bipartite graph of 5 vertices.

Example 2.10. Φ̂(S4, S), where S is the set of transpositions,

S = {(1, 2), (1, 3), (1, 4), (2, 3), (2, 4), (3, 4)},

is isomorphic to a 6-partite, 10-regular graph on 72 vertices.

Then we have the following result:
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Theorem 2.11. For n ≥ 2, Sn is generated by the (n− 1) transpositions as follows:

S = {(1, 2), (1, 3), (1, 4), . . . (1, n)},

S′ = {(1, 2), (2, 3), (3, 4), . . . , (n− 1, n)}.

Φ̂(Sn, S) is isomorphic to the (n− 1)- partite, (2n− 4)-regular graph on n(n− 1)(n− 1)!/2 vertices.
And we have that Φ̂(Sn, S) ∼= Φ̂(Sn, S

′).

Proof. Since |S| = n− 1, the graph is (n− 1)-partite and all elements of the generating set S are the
involutions, thus the graph Φ̃(G,S) is regular and for all v ∈ V , deg(v) = 2((n− 1)− 1) = 2(n− 2) =

2n − 4. Also, there are n!
2 distinct cosets in all (n − 1) cyclic subgroups 〈si〉 that each of them is a

vertex of graph that implies |V | = n!
2 ×(n−1) = 1

2(n(n−1)(n−1)!). Since both sets S and S′ generate
Sn, |S| = |S′| = n− 1 and the elements of S and S′ are of the same order 2, then (Sn, S) ∼= (Sn, S

′).
By Theorem 2.3, we can see that their corresponding G-graphs are conjugate. □

Example 2.12.
1. The G-graph Φ̂(S4, S), where S = {(1, 2), (2, 3), (3, 4)}, is isomorphic to a 3-partite, 4-regular graph
on 36 vertices. Each of the three vertex sets contains 12 vertices and each vertex is adjacent to two
vertices in the other two vertex sets.

2. The G-graph Φ̂(S5, S), where S = {(1, 2), (2, 3), (3, 4), (4, 5)}, is isomorphic to a 4-partite, 6-regular
graph on 240 vertices.

Theorem 2.13. For n ≥ 2, Sn is generated by the transpositions (1, 2) and the n-cycle (1, 2, . . . , n).
The structure of the G-graph of Sn, n > 2, with S = {(1, 2), (1, 2, . . . , n)} is isomorphic to a semi-
regular bipartite graph. Its vertex set is V = V1 ∪ V2, that |V1| = n!

2 and |V2| = (n − 1)!. Also
deg(v1i) = 2, for each vertex in the vertex set V1 and deg(v2j) = n for each vertex in the vertex set
V2.

Proof. Obviously, the graph is connected bipartite G-graph. There are n!
2 distinct cosets in the

cyclic subgroup 〈(1, 2)〉 and each cosets forms a vertex, then |V1| = n!
2 . Similarly there are n!

n−1

distinct cosets in the cyclic subgroup 〈(1, 2, . . . , n)〉 that each of them corresponds to a vertex and
|V2| = n!

n−1 Moreover ∀v1i ∈ V(1,2), deg(v1i) = o((1, 2))(|S| − 1) = 2, and ∀v2i ∈ V(1,2,...,n), deg(v2i) =
o((1, 2, . . . , n))(|S| − 1) = n. The number of edges equals |E| = |Sn| = n!, So by construction, each
edge corresponds to an element in Sn. □

Example 2.14.
1. Φ̂(S4, S = {(1, 2), (1, 2, 3, 4)}), is isomorphic to a semi-regular bipartite graph with V = V(1,2) ∪
V(1,2,3,4), that |V(1,2)| = 12, |V(1,2,3,4)| = 6 and |E| = 24. Moreover ∀v ∈ V(1,2), deg(v) = 2 and
∀u ∈ V(1,2,3,4), deg(u) = 4;

2. Φ̂(S5, S = {(1, 2), (1, 2, 3, 4, 5)}), is isomorphic to a semi-regular bipartite graph with V = V1 ∪ V2,
that |V1| = 60, |V2| = 24 and |E| = 120. Also ∀v ∈ V1, deg(v) = 2 and ∀u ∈ V2, deg(u) = 5.
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Theorem 2.15. For all n > 2, Sn is generated by the transpositions (1, 2) and the n-cycle (2, 3, . . . , n).
Φ̂(Sn, S = {(1, 2), (2, 3, . . . , n)}) is isomorphic to a semi-regular bipartite graph with vertex set V =

V1∪V2, such that |V1| = n!
2 and |V2| = n!

n−1 . Moreover, each vertex of V1 is of degree 2 and each vertex
of V2 is of degree n− 1.

Proof. Since |S| = 2 and Sn = 〈(1, 2), (2, 3, . . . , n)〉, then the G-graph is bipartite and connected.
There are n!

2 distinct cosets in the cyclic subgroup 〈(1, 2)〉, each of them makes a vertex in V(1,2) of
order 2, then |V(1,2)| = n!

2 . Similarly there are n!
n−1 distinct cosets in the cyclic subgroup 〈(2, 3, . . . , n)〉

that makes a vertex. Then we have |V2| = n!
n−1 , each vertex of order o((2, 3, . . . , n))(|S| − 1) = n− 1.

This graph is regular only when n = 3 and |E| = n!, each edge corresponds to an element in Sn. □

Alternating group An is a normal subgroup of Symmetric group Sn that is generated by a set of
3-cycles. In the following, we study the structure of the G-graph of alternating groups concerning
their set of generators.

Example 2.16. Consider the alternating group

A4 = {(1), (1, 2)(3, 4), (1, 4)(2, 3), (1, 2, 3), (1, 3, 2), (1, 2, 4),
(1, 4, 2), (1, 3, 4), (1, 4, 3), (2, 3, 4), (2, 4, 3)}.

a) If S = {s = (1, 2, 3), t = (1, 2, 4)}, we have

v1 = 〈(1, 2, 3)〉1 = {1, (1, 2, 3), (1, 3, 2)}

v2 = 〈(1, 2, 3)〉(1, 2, 4) = {(1, 2, 4), (1, 3)(2, 4), (2, 4, 3)}

v3 = 〈(1, 2, 3)〉(1, 4, 2) = {(1, 4, 2), (1, 4, 3), (1, 4)(2, 3)}

v4 = 〈(1, 2, 3)〉(1, 3, 4) = {(1, 3, 4), (2, 3, 4), (1, 2)(3, 4)}

v5 = 〈(1, 2, 4)〉1 = {1, (1, 2, 4), (1, 4, 2)}

v6 = 〈(1, 2, 4)〉(1, 2, 3) = {(1, 2, 3), (1, 4)(2, 3), (2, 3, 4)}

v7 = 〈(1, 2, 4)〉(1, 3, 2) = {(1, 3, 2), (1, 3, 4), (1, 3)(2, 4)}

v8 = 〈(1, 2, 4)〉(2, 4, 3) = {(2, 4, 3), (1, 2)(3, 4), (1, 4, 3)}

then Φ̂(A4, S = {s = (1, 2, 3), t = (1, 2, 4)}) is a bipartite, 3-regular, connected graph with 8 vertices
and 12 edges.

v1 v2 v3 v4

v5 v6 v7 v8

Figure 3. Φ̂(A4, {(1, 2, 3), (1, 2, 4)})
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b) If S = {s = (1, 2, 3), t = (2, 3, 4)}, we have

〈(1, 2, 3)〉1 = {1, (1, 2, 3), (1, 3, 2)}

〈(1, 2, 3)〉(1, 2, 4) = {(1, 2, 4), (1, 3)(2, 4), (2, 4, 3)}

〈(1, 2, 3)〉(1, 4, 2) = {(1, 4, 2), (1, 4, 3), (1, 4)(2, 3)}

〈(1, 2, 3)〉(1, 3, 4) = {(1, 3, 4), (2, 3, 4), (1, 2)(3, 4)}

〈(2, 3, 4)〉1 = {1, (2, 3, 4), (2, 4, 3)}

〈(2, 3, 4)〉(1, 2, 4) = {(1, 2, 4), (1, 3, 4), (1, 4)(2, 3)}

〈(2, 3, 4)〉(1, 2, 3) = {(1, 2, 3), (1, 4, 3), (1, 3)(2, 4)}

〈(2, 3, 4)〉(1, 4, 2) = {(1, 4, 2), (1, 3, 2), (1, 2)(3, 4)}

again Φ̂(A4, S) is a bipartite, 3-regular, connected graph with 8 vertices and 12 edges.

Example 2.17. Φ̂(A6, S = {(1, 2, 3), (2, 3, 4, 5, 6)}) is isomorphic to a connected, bipartite graph with
the vertex set V = V1 ∪ V2, where |V1| = 120 and |V2| = 72, such that each vertex of V1 has degree 3

and each vertex of V2 has degree 5. Also this graph has 360 edges.

Theorem 2.18. For n ≥ 3, An is generated by 3-cycles of the forms (1, 2, i), i ∈ {3, 4, . . . , n} and
(i, i + 1, i + 2), 1 ≤ i ≤ n − 2. In both cases Φ̂(An, S) = (V,E) is a (n − 2)-partite, 3(n − 3)-regular
graph such that

|V | = n!(n− 2)

6
, |E| = n!(n− 2)(n− 3)

4
.

Theorem 2.19. According to the set of generators of the alternating group An, we have the following
structures of Φ̂(An, S):

1. Let n > 4 be an odd number. Φ̂(An, S) = (V,E), where

S = {(1, 2, 3), (1, 2, . . . , n)}

is isomorphic to a bipartite graph with vertex set V = V1 ∪ V2, with |V1| = n!
6 and |V2| = n!

2n

that for any v ∈ V1, deg(v) = 3 and for any u ∈ V2, deg(u) = n. Also |E| = n!
2 .

2. Let n ≥ 4 be an even number. Φ̂(An, S) = (V,E), where

S = {(1, 2, 3), (2, 3, . . . , n)}

is isomorphic to a bipartite graph with vertex set V = V1 ∪ V2, with |V1| = n!
6 and |V2| = n!

2n−2

that for any v ∈ V1, deg(v) = 3 and for any u ∈ V2, deg(u) = n− 1. Also |E| = n!
2 .

Table 1 contains the automorphism group of the alternating groups An, 3 ≤ n ≤ 8, their corre-
sponding G-graphs and Cayley graphs with respect to S. Φ̂(An, S) is a bipartite graph that for odd
number n, the vertices of V(1,2,··· ,n) and V(1,2,3) are of degree n and 3, respectively. Also for even
number n, the vertices of V(2,3,··· ,n) and V(1,2,3) are of degree n− 1 and 3, respectively.

Our calculations given Table 1 suggest the following conjecture:

DOI: https://dx.doi.org/10.30504/jims.2025.489156.1218

https://dx.doi.org/10.30504/jims.2025.489156.1218


J. Iran. Math. Soc. 6 (2025), no. 1, 9-55 A. R. Ashrafi and F. Gholaminezhad 21

Table 1. Aut(An), Aut(Φ̂(An, S)) and Aut(Cay(An, S)), n = 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9.

G A4 A5 A6 A7 A8 A9

Aut(G) S4 S5 (A6 : Z2) : Z2 S7 S8 S9

Aut(Φ̂(G,S)) Z2 × S4 Z2 ×A5 Z2 ×A6 S7 S8 S9

Aut(Cay(G,S)) Z2 × S4 Z2 ×A5 Z2 ×A6 S7 S8 S9

Conjecture 2.20. Aut(Cay(An, S)) ∼= Aut(Φ̂(An, S)) and for n ≥ 7 the automorphism group is
isomorphic to Sn.

In the next example we obtained the structure of the automorphism group of the G-graph of the
Projective special linear group PSL(2, p) that is shown by L2(p), [2].

Example 2.21. In Table 2, the automorphism groups of Φ̂(L2(p), S) are given, where S = {a, b} is a
set of standard generators of L2(p) and p is a prime number in the set {2, 3, 5, 7, 11, 13, 17, 19, 23}.

Table 2. Aut(Φ̂(L2(p), S)) for p = 2, 3, 5, 7, 11, 13, 17, 19, 23.

G L2(2) L2(3) L2(5) L2(7) L2(11)

Aut(Φ̂) D12 S4 Z2 ×A5 L2(7) : Z2 L2(11) : Z2

G L2(13) L2(17) L2(19) L2(23)

Aut(Φ̂) L2(13)× Z2 L2(17)× Z2 L2(19) : Z2 L2(23) : Z2

We can see that for p ∈ {3, 11, 19, 23, 27, 31}, Aut(Φ̂(G,S)) = Aut(G), for p ∈ {5, 7, 13, 17, 29, 37},
Aut(Φ̂(G,S)) = Z2 ×G and for p = 7 we have that Aut(Φ̂(G,S)) = Z2 × Aut(G) and Φ̂(L2(7), S) is
a 3−regular connected G-graph.

Conjecture 2.22 ([2]). Let p ≥ 3 be a prime number, G = L2(p) and S = {a, b} be a set of generators
for G. Then the G-graph Φ̂(G,S) is a bipartite, semi-regular connected graph with two parts Va and
Vb. Each vertex of Va and Vb is of degree 3 and p−1

2 , respectively.

2.3. G-graph of dihedral, semi-dihedral and quaternion groups. In the following examples we
bring the structure of the G-graphs of dihedral, semi-dihedral, and Quaternion groups. Consider the
dihedral group with two following presentations and two generating sets, S and S′. The structure of
their corresponding G-graphs are computed, [15].

G = D2n = {s, t|sn = 1, t2 = 1, t−1st = s−1}, S = {s, t},

Φ̂(D2n, S) is a complete bipartite graph isomorphic to K2,n. For

G = D2n = {a, b|a2 = b2 = 1, (ab)n = (ba)n = 1}, S′ = {a, b}.

Φ̂(D2n, S
′) is a cycle with 2n vertices, isomorphic to C2n. The Quaternion group with the representa-

tion
Q = 〈a, b|a4 = 1, b2 = a2, bab−1 = a−1〉
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is of order 8. Then Φ̂(Q, {a, b}) ∼= K2,2
2. Since the generating set S has two elements, the graph

is bipartite with the vertex set V = V1 ∪ V2, and since o(a) = 4, |V1| = 8
4 = 2, each of degree

o(a)(2− 1) = 4. Also o(b) = 4, then |V2| = 8
4 = 2, each of degree o(b)(2− 1) = 4.

Theorem 2.23. Consider the generalized quaternion group Qn,

Qn = 〈a, b|a2n = 1, b2 = an, ab = ba2n−1〉

and the generating set S = {a, b}. Then Φ̂(Qn, S) is the complete, double-edged bipartite graph K2,n
2.

Theorem 2.24. Consider the semi-dihedral group

SD8n = 〈a, b|a4n = b2 = 1, bab = a2n−1〉,

with the generating set S = {a, b}. Then Φ̂(SD8n, {a, b}) ∼= K2,4n.

Proof. We can see that the cosets of the cyclic subgroups 〈a〉 and 〈b〉 are as follows:

〈a〉1 = {1, a, a2, · · · , a4k−1}

〈a〉b = {b, ab, a2b, a3b, · · · , a4k−1b}

〈b〉1 = {1, b}

〈b〉a = {a, a2k−1b}

〈b〉a2 = {a2, a4k−2b}

〈b〉a3 = {a3, a6k−3b} = {a3, a2k−3b}

〈b〉a4 = {a4, a8k−4b} = {a4, a4k−4b}
...

〈b〉a4k−6 = {a4k−6, a6b}

〈b〉a4k−5 = {a4k−5, a2k+5b}

〈b〉a4k−4 = {a4k−4, a4b}

〈b〉a4k−3 = {a4k−3, a2k+3b}

〈b〉a4k−2 = {a4k−2, a2b}

〈b〉a4k−1 = {a4k−1, a2k+1b}.

The G-graph Φ̂(SD8k, {a, b}) is Eulerian. □

The following theorem presents the structure of the G-graphs of some infinite class of groups, known
as U6n, V8n and T4n. Darafsheh et., al. in [25], computed the Cayley graphs of such groups of order
4n and 8n.

Theorem 2.25. Consider the following groups with the set of generators S:

U6n = 〈a, b|a2n = b3 = 1, bab = a〉 = Z2n ⋉ Z3,
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Φ̂(U6n, {a, b}) ∼= K3,2n.

V8n = 〈a, b|a2n = b4 = 1, aba = b−1, ab−1a = b〉,

Φ̂(V8n, {a, b}) ∼= K4,2n.

T4n = 〈a, b|a2n = 1, an = b2, b−1ab = a−1〉,

Φ̂(T4n, {a, b}) ∼= K2,n.

Example 2.26. Let G = SD16, the G-graph of G associated with the set of generator S = {a, b} is a
connected Eulerian graph isomorphic to K2,8 as you see in the following figure.

{1, a, a2, a3, a4, a5, a6, a7} {b, ab, a2b, a3b, a4b, a5b, a6b, a7b}

{1,b} {a, a3b} {a2, a6b} {a3, ab} {a4, a4b}{a5, a7b} {a6, a2b} {a7, a5b}

Figure 4. Φ̂(SD16, {a, b})

There is an algorithm by GAP [28], that we use for getting the adjacency matrix and the au-
tomorphism group of the G-graph of a finite group G with respect to the subset S. In this algo-
rithm, we should use the package ”Grape” to work with graphs in GAP. Also we use the command
”CayleyGraph(G,S)” in order to get the structure of the Cayley graph of a finite group G with respect
to a subset of S such that S can be the set of generators of G. Gillibert, PhD student of Bretto, made
a package called G− grape which is really applicable in working with the structure of G-graphs.

It is a function on a pair of group (G, gen), where gen is the set of generators of G that is obtained
by using the command ”GeneratorsOfGroup”.
LoadPackage("grape");
f:=function(G,gen)
local L,ls1,ls2,gs,k,x,oa,a,res,G2,V,t,s,e,m,i,j,y,p,q,

gamma,aut; res:=[];
G2:=List(G);
for a in gen do

gs:=[];
oa:=Order(a)-1;;
ls2:=Set([]);
for x in G do

if not(x in ls2) then
ls1:=[];
for k in [0..oa] do
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Add(ls1,Position(G2,(a^k)*x));;
AddSet(ls2,(a^k)*x);;

od;
Add(gs, ls1);;

fi;;
od;
Add(res, gs);;

od;;
L:=Elements(res);; V:=[];

for i in [1..Size(L)] do
for y in L[i] do

Add(V,y);;
od;;

od;;
s:=Size(V);;
Print("|V|=", s,"\n");
e:=Elements(V);;
m:=NullMat(s,s);;
for i in [1..s] do

for j in [1..s] do
if i<> j and Intersection(e[i],e[j]) <> [] then

m[i][j]:=1;;
fi;;

od;;
od;;
Print("m=",m,"\n");
gamma:=Graph( Group(()), [1..s], OnPoints,

function(p,q) return m[p][q]=1; end, true );;
aut:=AutomorphismGroup(gamma);
Print("autgamma=",StructureDescription(aut),"\n");
Print("|autgamma|=",Size(aut),"\n");
Print(VertexDegrees(gamma),"\n");
end;

If you want to get the structure of the involution G-graph, you can manage the algorithm to obtain
the set of involutions instead of gen. For that reason you should add the following commands after
”G2:=List(G)”.

gens:=[];
el:=Elements(G);;
for xl in el do

if Order(xl)=2 then
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Add(gens,xl);;
fi;

od;

3. Characterisations of some finite G-graphs

Many well-known graphs have the structure of G-graphs with respect to a given group G. many
usual graphs, such as the cube, the hypercube, the cuboctahedral graph, Heawood’s graph, and many
others, are G-graphs. Some generic and infinite families of graphs, such as the complete bipartite
graphs, are G-graphs. We establish a catalog of the most common G-graphs, and for each of these
graphs, we exhibit the corresponding group, using the GAP ’s SmallGroups library. We also show that
some non-vertex-transitive graphs, such as the Gray graph and Ljubljana graph, are also G-graphs.

Theorem 3.1. A graph Γ = Γ(V = V1 ∪ V2 ∪ . . . ∪ Vk, E) is a finite k-partite graph where |Vi| = mi

such that for each vi ∈ Vi, deg(vi) = ni and mini =
2|E|
k if and only if Γ is isomorphic to a G-graph

Φ̃(G,S) for a finite group G generated by a subset S of size k and |G| = 2|E|k(k − 1) that for each
si ∈ S, o(si) = ni

k−1 . So G = 〈s1, s2, . . . sk|sio(si) = 1〉 is the associated group generated by S.

Proof. Suppose Γ is a k-partite graph with V = V1 ∪ V2 ∪ . . . ∪ Vk that Vi ∩ Vj = ∅ for all i 6= j, and
|Vi| = mi that deg(ai) = ni, where ai ∈ Vi and mini =

2|E|
k . We construct the S-group (G,S) such that

its corresponding G-graph is isomorphic to Γ. Since Γ is k-partite, |S| = k, also deg(v) = o(s)(|S|− 1)

so for all v ∈ Vi, o(si) = deg(v)
k−1 = ni

k−1 . But the cosets corresponding to the vertices in partition Vi

of Γ, are the partitions of the group G and the cardinality of each coset corresponds to the order of
generator of G, then we have |G| = mi × o(si) =

mini
k−1 = 2|E|

k(k−1) . Thus the group has the presentation
of 〈s1, s2, . . . , sk|sio(si) = 1〉.

Conversely, suppose Γ is isomorphic to the G-graph corresponding to a S-group (G,S), where |S| =
k, |G| = 2|E|

k(k−1) and for each si ∈ S, o(si) = ni
k−1 , so that G has presentation of 〈s1, s2, . . . , sk|sio(si)=1〉.

Since |S| = k the graph is k-partite, deg(v) = o(s)(|S| − 1) and so deg(ai) =
ni
k−1(k − 1) = ni for all

ai ∈ Vi. There are |G|
o(si)

distinct cosets labeling the vertices in partition Vi corresponding to cosets of
G by 〈si〉. So |Vi| = |G|

o(si)
= 2|E|

k(k−1) ÷
ni

(k−1) =
2|E|
kni

. If we let |Vi| = 2|E|
kni

= mi, then mini =
2|E|
k . □

In the following there is an example of a tripartite graph which has the structure of G-graph.

Example 3.2. Let G = S3 and S = {(1, 2), (1, 3), (2, 3)} be a set of transpositions that G = 〈S〉. Then
the vertices of Φ̂(G,S) are as follows.

v1 = 〈(1, 2)〉1 = {1, (1, 2)}, v2 = 〈(1, 2)〉(1, 3) = {(1, 3), (1, 3, 2)}, v3 = 〈(1, 2)〉(2, 3) = {(2, 3), (1, 2, 3)}.

v4 = 〈(1, 3)〉1 = {1, (1, 3)}, v5 = 〈(1, 3)〉(1, 2) = {(1, 2), (1, 2, 3)}, v6 = 〈(1, 3)〉(2, 3) = {(2, 3), (1, 3, 2)}.

v7 = 〈(2, 3)〉1 = {1, (2, 3)}, v8 = 〈(2, 3)〉(1, 2) = {(1, 2), (1, 3, 2)}, v9 = 〈(2, 3)〉(1, 3) = {(1, 3), (1, 2, 3)}.

So Φ̂(S3, S) is isomorphic to a 3-partite, 4-regular graph with |V | = 9 and |E| = 18.
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Figure 5. Φ̂(S3, S).

According to the last example, the given tripartite graph has the structure of G-graph corresponding
to symmetric group S3, with a generating set S of size three, and each part of Vi, i = 1, 2, 3, has three
vertices each of degree 4. Then Theorem 3.1 satisfies for such structure. Also it satisfies for a graph
in Figure 2, which is a tripartite graph corresponding to the G-graph of Φ̂(Z16, {1, 4, 8}).

3.1. Bipartite G-graphs. A bipartite graph Γ = (U ∪ V,E) is (m,n)-biregular if for every x ∈ U ,
deg(x) = m and for every y ∈ V , deg(y) = n. Therefore every regular bipartite graph is as well
biregular.

Lemma 3.3. A connected bipartite graph Γ is a G-graph if and only if it is biregular.

Theorem 3.4 ([16]). All (m,n)-biregular graphs are G-graphs.

Proof. Let Γ = Γ(V1 ∪ V2, E) be a (m,n)-biregular graph. Then n|V1| = m|V2| = |E|. Since Γ is
bipartite, then |S| = k = 2. Suppose G is a group with |G| = 2|E|

k(k−1) , then |G| = |E|. Moreover for
s1 ∈ S, o(s1) = |V1|

k−1 = m
2−1 = m and for s2 ∈ S, o(s2) = |V2|

k−1 = n
2−1 = n. Thus Γ is isomorphic to the

G-graph of Φ(G,S), where |G| = |E| and S = {s1, s2}, with o(s1) = m and o(s2) = n. Consequently
there is a group of order |E| with the presentation 〈s1, s2|sm1 = sn2 = 1〉. □

Example 3.5. Levi graph is the incidence hypergraph H = (V,E) that is a bipartite graph denoted by
I(H) whose vertex set is the union V tE, and two vertices v ∈ V and e ∈ E are adjacent if and only
if v ∈ e. Note that every incidence graph, has an equivalent hypergraph, and vice-versa. Except for
graphs with isolated vertices, every edge-transitive graph that is not vertex-transitive is biregular. You
can see that the Levi graphs of geometric configurations are biregular. Some Levi graphs are G-graphs.

In the following, some structures of the well-known Graphs which have the structure of G-graphs,
are given.

Example 3.6. The star graph Sn is a (1, n)-biregular graph. It is isomorphic to Φ̂(G,S) where
G = 〈a〉 ∼= Zn is the cyclic group of order n and S = {1, a}.

Example 3.7. The Möbius ladder Mn is a cubic circulant graph with an even n of vertices. Mn is
a bipartite G-graph Φ̂(G,S) = (V,E) where S = {s, t} such that o(s) = o(t) = 3 and |E| = |G| ≡
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±1(mod4).
M50 :
gap> G:=SmallGroup(75,2);
<pc group of size 72 with 5 generators>
gap> S:=FindGenerators(G,[3,3]);
{[ f1, f1*f2 ]}
gap> graph:=GGraph(G,S);

3.2. The symmetric and semi-symmetric graphs of degree p. In this section, we bring some
interesting results about the structure of the symmetric and semi-symmetric G-graph. Indeed the
requirements condition for a finite group G, such that its corresponding G-graph has a structure of
symmetric or semi-symmetric graph are presented in this section.

Proposition 3.8 ([16]). Let G be a finite group generated by S = {a, b}, such that for a prime number
p||G|, G 6= Zp and a, b are of order p. Then the graph Φ̃(G,S) is simple, bipartite, edge-transitive,
and regular of order p. There are two possibilities:

a) Φ̃(G,S) is vertex-transitive, so it is a symmetric graph.
b) Φ̃(G,S) is not vertex-transitive, so it is a semi-symmetric graph.

This shows that the structure of G-graph is a useful tool for constructing edge-transitive graphs,
especially semi-symmetric ones. In [16] Bretto et., al. established a list of all small groups of order
3× n such that is generated by two elements of order 3.

They denote by Sg − o − n the n-th group of order o in the SmallGroups library. The generators
are indicated when the group is not described in GAP as a subgroup of Sn. This is possible by using
GAP and the command SmallGroupsLibrary, which gives access to all groups of certain order 3n

that are listed up to isomorphism. The following algorithm is used for computing the list of the groups
generated by two elements of order 3:
result = [];
for all g, group of order n

order 3 = [];
for all x in g

if order(x)= 3 then
add x to order 3

end if
end for all

for all x1 in order 3
for all x2 in order 3 , x2 > x1

if < x1, x2 > = g add (g, <x1, x2>) to result
end for all

end for all
end for all

return result;
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Then by constructing the corresponding G-graphs of all the groups in the obtained list and comput-
ing their automorphism group, we can see if the graph has only one orbit in the vertex automorphism
group or not. Furthermore, we conclude that the G-graph is symmetric or semi-symmetric, [16] .

Example 3.9. Here there are some well-known cubic symmetric or semi-symmetric graphs, which are
G-graphs corresponding to the groups of order 3n with their representations.

• The cube Φ̂(G = A4, S = {(1, 2, 3), (1, 3, 4)}).
• The Heawood graph

Φ̂(G = 〈a, b|a7 = b3 = 1, ab = ba2〉, S = {b, ba})

• The Pappus graph

Φ̂(G = 〈a, b, c|a3 = b3 = c3 = 1, ab = ba, ac = ca, bc = cba〉, S = {b, c})

• The Mobius-Kantor graph

Φ̂(G = Sg − 24− 3, S = {f1, f1 ∗ f2}),

where G ∼= SL(2, 3).
• The Gray graph

Φ̂(G = Sg − 81− 7, S = {f1, f2}),

where G ∼= (Z3 × Z3 × Z3) : Z3.
• The Ljubljana graph

Φ̂(G = Sg − 168− 43, S = {f1, f1 ∗ f2 ∗ f4}),

where G ∼= ((Z2 × Z2 × Z2) : Z7) : Z3.

Similarly, we can find the structure of the quintic symmetric and semi-symmetric G-graphs. The
tables of these group structures are obtained by Bretto et. al., in [16]. In the following results,
the conditions needed for a graph associated with a finite group G will be studied to construct a
semi-symmetric structure isomorphic to a G-graph.

Theorem 3.10 ([15]). Consider a finite group G generated by S = {s, t} that 〈s〉∩ 〈t〉 = {1}. For the
G-graph Φ̃ = Φ̃(G,S) = (V,E), let δg : V −→ V be a graph automorphism such that for any vertex
(s)x ∈ V , δg((s)x) = (s)xg−1, where g ∈ G. So this automorphism carries each element a ∈ 〈s〉x∩〈t〉y
to ag−1. We can see that

1) Φ̃ is a simple, bipartite, semi-regular connected graph;
2) ∆ = {δg, g ∈ G} ⊂ Aut(Φ̃) acts transitively on Vs, Vt and E;
3) For every v = (s)x ∈ V , Stab∆((s)x) is a cyclic group.

Conversely suppose a graph Γ = (V = V1 ∪ V2, E) is a simple, bipartite, semi-regular connected graph
with a subgroup ∆ ⩽ Aut(Γ) such that

i) ∆ acts transitively on each part of vertices and the edges;
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ii) the stabilizer of each vertex v ∈ V is a non-trivial cyclic group;
iii) there is an edge a− b ∈ E that o(G)

|Stab∆(a)| = |V1|, o(G)
|Stab∆(b)| = |V2|.

then there exists an S-group (G,S), where |S| = 2, such that Γ ∼= Φ̃(G,S).

Proof. 1) Since G = 〈S〉, Φ̃ is connected. Assume that there is a 2-edge between two vertices
(s)x and (t)y, which means 〈s〉 ∩ 〈t〉 has more than one element that is a contradiction. Thus
Φ̃ is a simple bipartite G-graph;

2) For every g ∈ G, δg : Vs ∪Vt −→ Vs ∪Vt is a morphism that δg−1(Vs) ⊂ Vs. Consider the edges
e = (s)x− (t)y and e′ = (s)x′ − (t)y′ in E. There are i, j, i′, j′ ∈ N, that

six = tjy = u, and si
′
x′ = tj

′
y′ = u′.

Let g = u′−1u, then we have that δg(e) = e′ which implies ∆ acts transitively and regularly
on the vertices and the edges;

3) Since for every vertex v = (s)x ∈ Vs,

Stab∆(v) = {δg ∈ ∆|δg(v) = vg−1 = v} = {δg ∈ ∆|δg((s)x) = (s)xg−1 = (s)x},

then Stab∆((s)1) = 〈{δ1 ∈ ∆|δ1((s)x)}〉 = 〈δ(s)〉 and the stabilizer of other vertices are
conjugate with this one.

Conversely To show that ∆ acts transitively on V1 and V2, we suppose that G = ∆. Also for x1 ∈ V1

and x2 ∈ V2 let Stab∆(x1) = 〈σ1〉 and Stab∆(x2) = 〈σ2〉. Suppose S = {σ1, σ2}, such that (σ1)α is a
vertex of a G-graph Φ̃(G,S) = Φ̃(∆, {σ1, σ2}). Now we define a morphism between Φ̃(G,S) and Γ as
follows:

fα : Φ̃(G,S) −→ Γ = (V1 ∪ V2, E)

(σi)α 7−→ α−1(xi)

that fot i = 1, 2, α−1(xi) ∈ Vi. This completes our proof. □

The sufficient condition for a G-graph to be a semi-symmetric structure, is given in the follow-
ing proposition, in which the condition is related to the automorphism group of the given G-graph
associated with a finite group G and a subset of size two.

Proposition 3.11. Let Φ̃ = Φ̃(G,S), with S = {s, t}, 〈s〉 ∩ 〈t〉 = {1} and o(s) = o(t) ≥ 2. If Aut(Φ̃)
is a simple group then Φ̃ is semi-symmetric.

Proof. Let H = {α ∈ Aut(Φ̃)|α(Vs) = Vs, α(Vt) = Vt}. According to the construction of G-graph, since
any automorphism preserves the adjacencies, then for a v ∈ Vs, if α(v) ∈ Vt, necessarily α(Vs) = Vt.
But H is a normal subgroup of Aut(Φ̃) and H ⊂ ∆, where ∆ 6= {1}, hence Aut(Φ̃) = H is not vertex
transitive. □
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3.3. The Generalized Petersen graph. In the following, the structure of the generalized Petersen
graph is defined and we will find group presentations such that their corresponding G-graphs are
generalized Petersen graph.

The generalized Petersen graph GP (n,m) = (V,E), with n ≥ 2, 1 ≤ m ≤ n − 1 is a cubic graph
formed by connecting the vertices of a regular polygon to the corresponding vertices of a star polygon.
By construction it has |V | = 2n vertices and |E| = nm edges.

• V = {u0, u1, ..., un−1, v0, v1, ..., vn−1}.
• E = {uiui+1, uivi, vivi+m : i = 0, · · · , n− 1}.

Example 3.12. 1) Let Γ = GP (8, 3) be a generalized Petersen graph. We can find that for a
group G = SL(2, 3) with the generating set S = {f1, f1 ∗ f2}). Then the structure of GP (8, 3)

is a bipartite cubic graph with |V | = 16 and |E| = 24 that is isomorphic to the G-graph Φ̂(G,S).

Figure 6. GP (8, 3)

2) Let Γ = GP (10, 3) be a generalized Petersen graph. There is a group G with the following
presentation

〈a, b, c|a3 = b3 = c3 = 1, ab = ba, ac = ca, bc = cba〉,

and the generating set S = {b, c}, such that Φ̂(G,S) is a bipartite cubic graph and |V | = 20

and |E| = 30. As a result Φ̂(G,S) ∼= GP (10, 3).

Figure 7. GP (10, 3)
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3.4. The n-dimensional hypercube graph. Now we consider another well-known graph that for
an appropriate finite group G, has a structure of G-graph

The n-cube or n-dimensional hypercube Qn is defined recursively in terms of the cartesian product
of two graphs as follows:

Q1 = K2,

Q2 = K2 ×Q1

...

Qn = K2 ×Qn−1

Thus the n-cube, or more briefly the cube, Qn may also be defined as a graph whose node set V ,
consists of the 2n, n- dimensional boolean vectors, i.e., vectors with binary coordinates 0 or 1, where
two nodes are adjacent whenever they differ in exactly one coordinate. So an n-dimensional cube is
bipartite n-regular graph with 2n vertices and 2n−1n edges.

Figure 8 shows the n-cubes for n = 4 with appropriate boolean vectors as node labels. Cube graphs
have been much studied in graph theory. Interest in hypercubes has been increased by the recent
advent of massively parallel computers whose structure is that of the hypercube

Example 3.13. Consider the structure of the cubes Q3 and Q4. Then
i) Q3 is a bipartite G-graph Φ̃(G,S), where |G| = 12 and S = {s1, s2} with the presentation of

G = {s1, s2|s13 = s2
3 = 1}. We can see that Q3 = Φ̂(A4, {(1, 2, 3), (1, 3, 4)}).

ii) Q4 is a bipartite G-graph of a group G of size 32 with the set of generators S = {s1, s2} and
the presentation of G = {s1, s2|s14 = s2

4 = 1}. We can see that
Q4 = Φ̂(G = SmallGroup(32, 6) = ((C4 × C2) : C2) : C2, S = {f1, f1 ∗ f2}),

Figure 8. Q4

Now we show that each Qn has the structure of G-graph.

Proposition 3.14. The n-cube is a G-graph.
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Proof. Assume that H = (Vr ∪ Vb, E) is an n-dimensional cube with |Vr| = |Vb| = 2n−1. Since this
graph is n-regular, the number of edges equals |E| = n2̇n−1. Also there is such a finite group G with
n2n−1 elements and a subset S = {s1, s2}, such that for each si ∈ S, o(si) = n

2−1 = n. In this way, we
can see that there exists a group G of order n2n−1 generated by S. It concludes that Φ̂(G,S) has the
structure of n-cube. □

3.5. The Turán graph. The Turán graph T (n, r) named after Pál Turán is a complete r-partite
graph [39]. The set of n vertices are partitioned in to r different partitions, that is V = V1∪V2∪. . .∪Vr

such that |V | = |V1| + |V2| + . . . + |Vr| = n. Two vertices are adjacent when they belong to different
partitions. The Turán graph T (n, r) has n mod r partitions of size dnr e and r − (n mod r) partitions
of size bnr c. Then

T (n, r) ∼= K⌈n
r
⌉,⌈n

r
⌉,...,⌊n

r
⌋,⌊n

r
⌋,

is a complete r-partite graph. Each vertex v ∈ V (T (n, r)) is of degree n−dnr e or n−bnr c . It would be
regular when n is divisible by r. A Turán graph has (r−1)n2

2r edges with the chromatic number equals
r.

Proposition 3.15. Every regular Turán graph is a G-graph. The converse is not satisfied.

Proof. Since r|n, the Turán graph T (n, r) = Kn
r
,n
r
,...,n

r
and for each vertex v, deg(v) = n(r−1)

r , so the
graph is regular. Thus |E| = n

r ·
n(r−1)

r = n2(r−1)
2r . According to the construction of a G-graph Φ(G,S),

|G| = 2|E|
k(k−1) . Then we have that for a group G of size 2|E|

r(r−1) = (nr )
2 and a subset S with r elements

each of order n
r , there is a G-graph isomorphic to T (n, r).

The non-regular Turán graphs are not G-graphs. Since the degree of each vertex is n − dnr e or
n − bnr c that is odd or even, then deg(v) = r − 1 is not necessarily integer. On the other hand
o(si) = deg(v) = r− 1. By this way we can see that the non-regular Turán graph is not G- graph. □

The following example gives some Turán graphs which are the G-graphs.

Example 3.16.
1. T (6, 3) ∼= K2,2,2 is octahedral graph which is a G-graph.
2. T (r2, r) is a G-graph.
3. T (n, 2) is a G-graph isomorphic to a complete bipartite graph. So the Moore graph which is T (n, 2)

with n even is a G-graph.
4. T (n, n) is a complete graph Kn.

3.6. Moore graph and Cage problem. One of the interesting structure in graph theory is known
as cage. In this section we present some good results on Moore graph and cage graphs, then we
will talk about cage problem. For more informations you can refer to [8, 41]. Finally we give a result
presented by Bretto in [13], which is about the construction of a (p, g)-cage such that has the structure
of G-graph, for a given odd prime number p.

A (r, g)-cage is a r-regular graph that has as few vertices as possible for its girth g which is the
length of the shortest graph cycle in a graph. Acyclic graphs are considered to have infinite girth.
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A Moore graph of type (r, g) is a regular graph of vertex degree r > 2 and girth g that reach the
Moore bound. The following list gives some examples of Moore graph which are complete or complete
bipartite graphs.
(3, 5)-Moore graph = Petersen graph,
(3, 6)-Moore graph = Heawood graph,
(3, 8)-Moore graph = Levi graph,
(4, 6)-Moore graph = Wong,
(5, 6)-Moore graph = Order-4 generalized triangle,
(7, 5)-Moore graph = Hoffman-Singleton graph.

It is known that an (r, g)-graph exists for any combination of r ≥ 2 and g ≥ 3. If a Moore graph
exists with degree r and girth g, it’s obviously a cage. The (2, g)-cage is the cycle graph Cg, the
(r, 2)-cage is the multigraph of r edges on two vertices, the (r, 3)-cage is the Kr+1 complete graph and
the (r, 4)-cage is the complete bipartite graph Kr,r.

The problem of the (r, 6)-cage is currently unsolved. For r ≥ 8 no cage is known and the number
of vertices of such cage is also unknown.

Definition 3.17. The best lower bounds known for the number of vertices of the (r, g)-cage are the
Moore bounds.

In [13] Bretto et., al. tried to give and compute some lower and some upper bounds.
If g is odd then

Moore(r, g) = 1 + r + r(r − 1) + · · ·+ r(r − 1)(
g−3
2

)

If g is even then

Moore(r, g) = 1 + r + r(r − 1) + · · ·+ r(r − 1)(
g
2
−2) + (r − 1)(

g
2
−1).

Only when (r, g) ∈ {(5, 3), (5, 7), (5, 57), (6, 8), (6, 12)} the Moore graph exists. The existence and
uniqueness problem of finite Moore-graph of odd degree still is open and the proof of such theorem
called the Hoffman-Singleton theorem that is in [8].

Corollary 3.18. Let cage(r, g) be the minimum number of vertices of (r, g)-graph of Γ. The best
upper bounds known for cage(r, g) are Sauer bounds as follows.

cage(r, g) ≤ Sauer(r, g) =

{
2(r − 2)g − 2 2 ∤ g
4(r − 1)g − 3 2 | g

The Moore bound of a (r, 6)-cage is equal to 2−2r+2r2, also it’s Sauer bound is equal to 4(r − 1)3.
Hence we have that:
if g is odd then, Sauer(r, g) = 2(r − 2)(g−2),
if g is even then, Sauer(r, g) = 4(r − 1)(g−3).

Moore(r, 6) = 2r2 − 2r + 2 ≤ cage(r, 6) ≤ 4(r − 2)3 = Sauer(r, 6)

and
Moore(r, 8) = 2r3 − 4r2 + 4r ≤ cage(r, 8) ≤ 4(r − 2)5 = Suaer(r, 8)
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3.6.1. The (p, 6) and (p, 8)-graph. Now we present the main results of this part. The G-graphs are a
good tool to construct some upper bounds for the cage problem. For an odd prime p, there is a nice
procedure to construct the (p, 6)-graphs which have the structure of G-graphs with orders 2p2 and
2p2 − 2.

Lemma 3.19. Consider the group G = (Zp × Zp)⋊λZp = 〈(a, b)〉⋊λ〈c〉, where λ : Zp −→ Aut(Zp×Zp)

is the group morphism that λ(n) = Mn, for n ∈ Zp and M ∈ GL(2, p).

Note that the automorphism group of an elementary abelian group of order pn is isomorphic to the
general linear group GL(n, p) which is the group of all invertible n× n matrices with the entries from
the field of Zp.

If s1 = (a, 1) and s2 = (1, c), then S = {s1, s2} is a generating set of G. Consider the G-graph
Φ̃(G,S), which is a simple, connected and regular graph of degree p. Φ̃(G,S) has 2p2 vertices and the
girth equals to 6 such that the corresponding Sauer bound is equal to 4(p− 1)3, then

Moore(p, 6) = 2p2 − 2p+ 2 ≤ cage(p, 6) ≤ 2p2 < Suaer(p, 6) = 4(p− 1)3

This is the better upper bound for the cage(p, 6).
Also there is a way for constructing the (p, 8)-graphs of orders 2p3 and 2p3 − 2p, while the Sauer

upper bound is equal to 4(p− 1)5.
Let G be the semi-direct product

G = (Zp)
3⋊λZp = 〈(a, b, c)〉⋊λ〈d〉

where λ : Zp −→ Aut(Zp
3), that λ(n) = Mn, in which n ∈ Zp and M ∈ GL(3, p) ∼= Aut(Zp

3).
Consider s1 = (a, 1), s2 = (1, d) ∈ G of order p. We can see that S = {s1, s2} is the generating
set of G and since 〈s1〉 ∩ 〈s2〉 = {1}, then Φ̃(G,S) is simple. Also this G-graph is regular of degree
p(= o(s1) = o(s2)) and |G| = p4 which is the number of edges. Thus Φ̂(G,S) has 2p3 vertices with
the girth equals to 8. The bounds of cage(p, 8) is as follows:

Moore(p, 8) = 2p3 − 4p2 + 4p ≤ cage(p, 8) ≤ Sauer(p, 8) = 4(p− 1)5

improving the upper bound.
Finally, there is the following conjecture:

Conjecture 3.20. For a prime p and an even girth g, cage(p, g) ≤ 2p
g
2
−1.

Example 3.21. The (3, 6)-graph is Pappus graph, a connected, 3-regular graph with the girth of 6.

There is another way of constructing a (p, 6)-graph for a prime number p. Consider the special
linear group G = SL(2, p), where p is prime and p ≥ 3. We see that |SL(2, p)| = p(p− 1)(p+ 1). Let

a =

(
1 1

0 1

)
, b =

(
1 0

1 1

)
and Φ̃(G,S = {a, b}) be the G-graph associated with G = SL(2, p). In the

next theorem, the girth of this structure is obtained.
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Figure 9. Φ̂((Z3 × Z3)⋊λZ3, S)

Theorem 3.22. Let G = SL(2, p) be the special linear group where p ≥ 3 is a prime number, with a
generating set

S = {a =

(
1 1

0 1

)
, b =

(
1 0

1 1

)
}.

The girth of Φ̂(SL(2, p), S) is equal to 6.

Proof. Suppose that Φ̂ = Φ̃(SL(2, p), S) contains a 4-cycle of the form ak1bl1ak2bl2 = 1, 0 < k1, l1, k2, l2 <

p. Then we have that

ak1bl1ak2bl2 =

(
(l1k1 + 1)(l2k2 + 1) k2(l1k1 + 1) + k1

l1(l2k2 + 1) + l2 l1k2 + 1

)
,

where l1k2 + 1 = 1(modp), that is implying l1k2 = 0(modp). So l1 = 0(modp) or k2 = 0(modp). By
hypothesis, 0 < l1 < p and 0 < k2 < p, which is a contradiction. Then Φ̂ does not contain any 4-cycle.
Clearly Φ̂(SL(2, p), {a, b}) is bipartite with p(p − 1)(p + 1) edges, and since o(a) = o(b) = p, each
vertex is of degree p. Also

|V (Φ̂)| = 2p(p− 1)(p+ 1)

p
= 2p2 − 2.

Now suppose that there is no 6-cycle in Φ̂ that implies the girth of Φ̂(SL(2, p), S) is at least 8. Since
Moore(p, 8) = 2p3 − 4p2 + 4p < 2p2 − 2 is not correct we conclude that the girth of Φ̂ just equals
8. □

Corollary 3.23. For a prime p ≥ 3, assume that S = {a, b} be a subset of SL(2, p) such that
o(a) = o(b) = p. Then Φ̂(SL(2, p), S) has a girth equal to 6 and S is a generating set of the group
SL(2, p). Also

Moore(p, 6) = 2p2 − 2p+ 2 ≤ cage(p, 6) ≤ 2p2 − 2 < 2p2 < Sauer(p, 6) = 4(p− 1)
3
.

Proof. Assume that S = {a, b} is not a generating set, then Φ̂(SL(2, p), S) is not connected. Since
each connected component Cα of Φ̂ has the same vertex number equal to 2p2−2

n , n ∈ N, n ≥ 2 and a
girth of 6. So

Moore(p, 6) = 2p2 − 2p+ 2 ≤ 2p2 − 2

n
,

which is impossible. □
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Here we present another way of constructing (p, 8)-graph.
Let G = Zp × SL(2, p), for a prime number p ≥ 3. Assume that S = {a, b} with

a = (1,

(
1 1

0 1

)
), b = (0,

(
1 0

1 1

)
).

Now consider the G-graph of Φ̃(G = Zp × SL(2, p), S). It can be proved that

Theorem 3.24. The set S = {a, b} is the generating set of G = Zp×SL(2, p) and the girth of Φ̂(G,S)

is equal to 8.

Proof. Let G = Zp×SL(2, p) where p ≥ 3 is prime number and S = {a, b} with a = (1Zp ,

(
1 1

0 1

)
) and

b = (0Zp ,

(
1 1

0 1

)
). We have that an = (1Zp ,

(
1 n

0 1

)
), bn = (1Zp ,

(
1 0

n 1

)
), n ∈ Zp. For convenience,

we note Xi = 1 + kili hence

ak1bl1ak2bl2 = (k1 + k2,

(
x y

z t

)
)

where x = X1X2 + k1l2, y = X1k2 + k1, z = l1 + l2 + k2l1l2 and t = 1 + k2l1, that every expression is
modulo p. If ak1bl1ak2bl2 = 1, then the last equation implies 1 + l1k2 = 1. Therefore l1k2 = 0 which is
impossible. Now the graph Φ̃(G,S) does not contain any 6-cycle, otherwise

1 = ak1bl1ak2bl2ak3bl3 = (k1 + k2 + k3,

(
I II

III IV

)
)

where k1+k2+k3 = 0, X1X2X3k3+k1l2X3+X1k2l3+k1l3 = 1 (∗) and X1X2k3+k1l2k3+X1k2+k1 =

0 (∗∗). Now (∗)− (∗∗)× l3 gives X1X2 + k1l2 = 1 then X1X2 = 1− k1l2. Hence

(1− k1l2)X3 + k1l2X3 + k2l3X1 + k1l3 = 1

or X3 + k2l3X1 + k1l3 = 1 and k3l3 + k2l3X1 + k1l3 = 0. Since l3 6= 0 we have k3 + k2X1 + k1 = 0 and
so

X1 = −
k1 + k3

k2
= 1− k1 + k2 + k3

k2
= 1(k1 + k2 + k3 = 0).

This implies that k1l1 = 0 which is impossible. Since Moore(p, 10) = 2p4 − 6p3 + 8p2 − 4p+ 2 and it
can cot be greater than 2p3 − 2p, then the girth of Φ̂(Zp × SL(2, p), {a, b}) equals to 8. □

Finally, a batter bound for Moore(p, 8) is obtained.

Corollary 3.25. For an odd prime p there is the following result:

Moore(p, 8) = 2p3 − 4p2 + 4p ≤ cage(p, 8) ≤ 2p3 − 2p < 2p3 < Sauer(p, 8) = 4(p− 1)
5
.
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4. Relation between G-graph and Cayley graph

In this section, we are going to find the relation between the structure of the G-graph and the Cayley
graph of a given group G. In some papers and articles, there are a lot of results on the relations between
the algebraic structure of Cay(G,S) and Φ(G,S), corresponding to a S-group (G,S), [2–5,12].

At first, the concept ofa principal clique graph corresponding to a finite group G generated by a
subset S is needed.

Let G be a finite group generated by a non-empty subset S. Consider the simple form of a G-graph
Φ̂(G,S), with the vertex set V (Φ̂). For every x ∈ G let Kx be a non-empty subset of V (Φ̂) such that
x ∈ 〈s〉y ∩ 〈t〉z, for two vertices 〈s〉y and 〈t〉z in V (Φ̂). Then we see that Kx is a principal clique
associated with a vertex x and of size |S|. Moreover, there are |G| corresponding principal cliques.
In [12], Bretto and Faisant defined a clique graph K(G,S) with the vertex set and edge set as follows:

• The vertices of K(G,S) are the principal-cliques of Φ̂(G,S).
• Two vertices Kx and Ky are adjacent when Kx ∩Ky 6= ∅, for x, y ∈ G.

Since we assume that Φ̂(G,S) is simple, then clearly |Kx ∩Ky| ≤ 1, hence K(G,S) is not an empty
graph.

Theorem 4.1. For a given finite group G generated by S, the clique graph K(G,S) is isomorphic to
Cay(G,S∗), where S∗ =

⋃
s∈S〈s〉 \ {1}.

Proof. Based on Theorem 4 in [12]. Let f : K(G,S) −→ Cay(G,S∗) be a function that for Kx ∈ V (K),
f(Kx) = x. If Kx = Ky, then you can see that x = y. Consider an edge e = Kx − Ky in the edge
set of K(G,S). So there are two cosets 〈s〉a ∈ Kx and 〈t〉b ∈ Ky such that x ∈ 〈s〉a and y ∈ 〈t〉b
with 〈s〉a = 〈t〉b. Thus there is 1 ≤ i ≤ o(s), that y = six (or there is 1 ≤ j ≤ o(t) that x = tjy).
This implies that x − y is an edge of Cay(G,S∗). Conversely suppose x − y ∈ E(Cay(G,S∗)),
hence y = six, 1 ≤ io(s). Since 〈s〉x ∈ Kx then y ∈ Kx and x, y ∈ Kx ∩ Ky which implies that
Kx −Ky ∈ E(K(G,S)). □

Theorem 4.2 ( [12]). For a group G of size n, let Φ̂ = Φ̂(G,S) be a G-graph where for all s ∈ S,
o(s) = m > 0. Assume that:

i) There exists a subgroup A of AutS(G) which acts regularly on S.
ii) There exists a subgroup H of G with |H| = n

m such that:

(a) ∀α ∈ A,α(H) = H

(b) ∀s ∈ S,H ∩ 〈s〉 = {1}.

By these conditions the subgroup B = δ(H) ⋊ A ⩽ Aut(Φ̂(G,S)) acts regularly on V (Φ̂) and Φ̂ is a
Cayley graph Cay(B, T ). Moreover if α ∈ A =⇒ αH = 1H then B = δ(H)×A.

Proof. First of all, we should show that for any s ∈ S, G =
⊔

h∈H 〈s〉h, after that we prove that
〈δ(H), A〉 = δ(H) ⋊ A. Finally we will prove that B = δ(H) ⋊ A ⩽ Aut(Φ̃(G,S)) acts regularly on
the set of V (Φ̂(G,S)).
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To show that for any s ∈ S, G =
⊔

h∈H 〈s〉, assume that 〈s〉h∩〈s〉l 6= ∅, h, l ∈ H. There are i, j ∈ N
such that sih = sjl. Hence hl−1 = sj−i, then hl−1 ∈ 〈s〉. Consequently hl−1 ∈ 〈s〉 ∩H and hl−1 = 1

that means h = l. Moreover

|
⊔
h∈H
〈s〉h| = |〈s〉| · |H| = o(s)

n

m
= n = |G|.

This proves the first condition. For the second step we show that 〈δ(H), A〉 has the structure of
semidirect product: For h ∈ H,

δhoα((s)x) = δh((α(s))α(x)) = (α(s))α(x)h−1.

There is u−1 ∈ H such that

(α(s))α(x)h−1 = (α(s))α(x)α(u−1) = α((s)xu−1) = αoδu((s)x).

So δ(H) · A ⊂ A · δ(H), in the same way, we have that A · δ(H) ⊂ δ(H) · A and then the equality is
proved and A · δ(H) is a subgroup of G and we have 〈δ(H), A〉 = δ(H) ·A. Besides δ(H)◁ 〈δ(H), A〉:
Let α ∈ A and h ∈ H, then
α−1oδhoα((s)x) = α−1oδh((α(s))α(x)) = α−1[(α(s))α(x)h−1]

= (s)xα−1(h−1) = (s)xα(h) = δα−1(h)((s)x). Since there is u ∈ H such that α−1(h) = u, then
δα−1(h) ∈ δ(h). We just need to prove that δ(H) ∩ A = {1}. Assume that δ(H) ∩ A 6= {1}. Let
α ∈ δ(H) ∩ A, then α 6= 1 also there exists h ∈ H, that α = δh. Since A acts regularly on S we have
that |A| = |S|, consequently there are s, s′ ∈ S that α((s)x) = (s′)α(x). Then δh((s)x) = (s)xh−1

implies that (s)xh−1 = (s′)α(x) and (s) = (s′)α(x)hx−1, so δxh−1((s−1)α(x)) = (s), which is in
contradiction with the definition of δ.

Now we should prove that H = δ(H) ⋊ A ⩽ Aut(Φ̃(G,S)) acts regularly on the set of vertices.
Let v ∈ Vs and w ∈ Vs′ . For a x ∈ G there is i ∈ N and h ∈ H, that x = sih and v =

(sih, si+1h, · · · , so(s)−1h) = (h, sh, s2h, · · · ). In the same way there is l ∈ H that w = (l, s′l, s′2l, · · · ).
From (i) there is α ∈ A that α(s) = s′ and α(v) = (α(h), s′α(h), s′2α(h), · · · ). For a y ∈ H we
have that α(y) ∈ 〈s′〉 · y, thus α(h) = s′jy, j ∈ N. For z = l−1t−1α(h) = l−1y we have δz(α(v)) =

(α(s))α(h)z−1 = (α(h)z−1, s′α(h)z−1, s′2α(h)z−1, · · · ) but α(h)z−1 = α(h)α−1(h)s′jl = s′jl. So

δz(α(v)) = (s′
j
l, s′

j+1
l, · · · ) = (l, s′l, s′

2
l, · · · ) = (s′)l = w.

Consequently δzoα ∈ δ(H)⋊A maps the vertex v to w. Now assume that there are z′ ∈ H and α′ ∈ A

such that δz′oα
′(v) = w. Besides

δz′oα
′(v) = (α′(h)z′

−1
, tα′(h)z′

−1
, · · · ) = (α(h)z−1, s′α(h)z−1, s′

2
α(h)z−1, · · · )

which implise s′ = t, and α′(s′) = α(s′), hence α′ = α. Finally since α′(h)z′−1 = α(h)z′−1 = s′ul, then
z′ = l−1s′−uα(h), but α(h) = s′jy, hence z′ = l−1s′j−uy then lz′l−1y = z. As a result we conclude
that B = δ(H) ⋊ A acts regularly on V (Φ̃(G,S)) and Φ̃(G,S) is a Cayley graph Cay(B, T ). Let

DOI: https://dx.doi.org/10.30504/jims.2025.489156.1218

https://dx.doi.org/10.30504/jims.2025.489156.1218


J. Iran. Math. Soc. 6 (2025), no. 1, 9-55 A. R. Ashrafi and F. Gholaminezhad 39

αh = 1h · v = (h, sh, s2h, · · · ) ∈ Vs and h ∈ H. For a ∈ H,

δaoα(v) = (α(h)a−1, α(s)α(h)a−1, α(s)2α(h)a−1, · · · )

= (ha−1, α(s)ha−1, α(s)2ha−1, · · · ).

In the same way α(v)oδa(v) = (ha−1, α(s)ha−1, α(s)ha−1, · · · ). Finally B = δ(H)×A. □

4.1. The Spectrum of some Cayley graphs and G-graphs. In this section, we also bring the
results of [3–5] on the relation between the characteristic polynomials of some Cayley graphs and some
specific G-graphs. Before that, some concepts of hypergraph are needed to find the relation between
a G-graph and a Cayley graph corresponding to a finite group. Besides the concepts of a hypergraph,
uniform, line graph, and a 2-section of a hypergraph are defined in Preliminaries and definitions. Now
there is a definition of principal clique hypergraph, [10,12].

Definition 4.3. The principal clique hypergraph H(G,S) = H of a G-graph Φ̃(G,S) is a hypergraph
that has the same vertex set as Φ̂(G,S) and the hyperedges set is the set of all principal cliques.

The next theorem says that under certain conditions, G-graphs and Cayley graphs are related.

Theorem 4.4 ( [4]). Let (G,S) be a S-group and H = H(G,S) be its principal clique hypergraph.
Then the following are satisfied:

1) Φ̂(G,S) = [H]2,
2) Cay(G,S∗) = [H∗]2,
3) Cay(G,S∗) = L(H),
4) Φ̂(G,S) = L(H∗).

Note that S∗ = S \ {1}, H∗, L(H) and [H]2 are a dual, a line graph and a 2-section of the hypergraph
H, respectively.

We need to recall some basic concepts concerning the adjacency matrix and the spectrum of a
hypergraph which are virtually generalizations to the same concepts in graph theory.

Let H be a hypergraph with the vertex set {vi, 1 ≤ i ≤ n} and the hyperedges set {ej , 1 ≤ j ≤ m}.
A(H) is the adjacency matrix of hypergraph whose (i, j)-entry is the number of hyperedges that
contain both vi and vj for i 6= j and 0, otherwise. Also the incidence matrix, the characteristic
polynomial, and the spectrum of hypergraph H are defined.

Next lemma presents a relation between the adjacency matrices of a hypergraph and its line graph,
with its incidence matrix.

Lemma 4.5. Let H be an O-uniform hypergraph with n vertices. Let A and B be the adjacency
matrices of H and L(H), respectively. If M is the incidence matrix of H, then M tM = B +OIn and
MM t = A + D(H), where D(H) is the diagonal matrix with entries of D(H)ii = deg(vi) in H and
M t is the transpose of M .

Corollary 4.6. Assume that λ is an eigenvalue of the line graph of Γ, then −2 ≤ λ.

DOI: https://dx.doi.org/10.30504/jims.2025.489156.1218

https://dx.doi.org/10.30504/jims.2025.489156.1218


40 J. Iran. Math. Soc. 6 (2025), no. 1, 9-55 A. R. Ashrafi and F. Gholaminezhad

Theorem 4.7. The characteristic polynomial of an r-regular graph Γ is as follows:

P (L(Γ), λ) = (λ+ 2)a(
r
2
−1)P (Γ, λ+ 2− r).

Corollary 4.8. Let H be an O-uniform hypergraph on n vertices and B the adjacency matrix of its
line graph L(H). If λ is an eigenvalue of B, then −O ≤ λ.

Theorem 4.9. Let H be an r-regular t-uniform hypergraph.
If t ≤ r, then

P (L(H), λ) = (λ+ t)a(
r
t
−1)P (H,λ+ t− 1).

and if r ≤ t, then
P (H,λ) = (λ+ r)a(1−

r
t
)P (L(H), λ+ r − t).

As a consequence of Theorem 4.4 and Theorem 4.9, there is a following corollary.

Corollary 4.10. Let Φ̂(G,S)be a d-regular G-graph where d = nkO with |G| = n, |S| = k and
o(s) = O, for all s ∈ S.
If O ≤ k, then for S∗ = S \ {1} we have that

P (Φ̂(G,S), λ) = (λ+O)n(
k
O
−1)P (Cay(G,S∗), λ+O − k).

If k ≤ O, then
P (Cay(G,S∗), λ) = (λ+ k)n(1−

k
O
)P (Φ̂(G,S),λ+k−O).

You can apply the corollary for the symmetric group Sn and the alternating group An, as it is
generated by the 3-cycles (123), (124), (12n), n ≥ 3.

In the following example the spectra of an infinite family of 6-regular Cayley graphs of the dicyclic
group Dic8i will be obtained by applying the structure of G-graphs, [4].

Example 4.11. Let G = Dic8m, S = {s, sr} and S′ = {s, s2, s3, sr, s2r, s3r}. Then

Spec(Cay(G,S′)) = {4cos(2πi
4m

) + 2, i = 1, 2, . . . , 4m}
⋃
{−2[4m]}.

The next example is the spectra of an infinite family of 4-regular G-graphs of the dihedral group
D2n by using the structure of Cayley graphs.

Example 4.12. Consider the S-group (G,S) = (D2n, {s, sr, rs}). Then

Spec(Φ̂(G,S)) = {2cos(2πi
n

) + 1, 2cos(
2πi

n
)− 1, i = 1, 2, . . . , n}

⋃
{−2

n
2 }.

In the following, you can see how some of the structural properties of G-graphs are useful in obtaining
some of the spectral properties of d-regular G-graphs. These leads to new results concerning spectral
properties of some classes of Cayley graphs, [3, 4].

For two sequence of real numbers

S1 : a1 ≥ a2 ≥ · · · ≥ an,

S2 : b1 ≥ b2 ≥ · · · ≥ bm
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with m < n, it is said that the second sequence interlaces the first one whenever

an−m+i ≤ bi ≤ ai, 1 ≤ i ≤ m.

Definition 4.13. Suppose the rows and columns of a symmetric real matrix A is partitioned by
X = {X1, X2, . . . , Xm} as: 

A11 . . . A1m

...
...

Am1 . . . Amm

 .

Let bij denotes the average row sum of Aij. Then B = (bij), 1 ≤ i, j ≤ m is called quotient matrix
of A associated with the partition X. If bij is the same for all block Aij, then it’s said that X is
equitable.

Lemma 4.14. Consider the graph Γ = (V,E) with a partition {V1, V2, . . . , Vt} of V (Γ). Every two
vertices in Vi have the same number of neighbors in Vj, if and only if V (Γ) is equitable.

Using this lemma and the construction of G-graph we can conclude that for any G-graph Φ̂(G,S) =

(V,E) the partition {V1, V2, . . . , Vk} of the vertex set V forms an equitable partition. Then there are
the following results.

Let B be the quotient matrix of A with respect to a partition. Then the eigenvalue of B interlaces
the eigenvalues of A. Moreover, if the partition is equitable then the eigenvalues of B and A are the
same.

Theorem 4.15. The spectrum of a regular G-graph Φ̂(G,S) is as follows:

Spec(Φ̂(G,S)) = {(k − 1)O,−O[k−1]}, O = o(s), s ∈ S

An integral graph has only integer numbers in its spectrum. Constructing integral graphs is not
an easy task, for instance out of 164, 059, 830, 479 connected graphs on 12 vertices, there exists only
325 integral graphs. But Cayley graphs are a good choice to be used to construct an infinite family
of integral graphs [1]. Here we bring the results obtained by the students of Bretto in, [4]. They used
the structure of G-graphs to give a new class of integral Cayley graphs. At first, there is the following
proposition:

Proposition 4.16. For a group G with a subset S ⊂ G, assume that o(s) = o(t) for all s, t ∈ S.
Then Cay(G,S∗) is an integral Cayley graph if and only if Φ̂(G,S) is an integral G-graph, where
S∗ = S \ {1}.

Example 4.17. Let G = Zn × Zn and S = {a = (1, 0), b = (0, 1), c = (1, 1)}, where n ≥ 3. Then the
vertices of Φ̂(G,S) is V = Va ∪ Vb ∪ Vc where

Va = {{(0, 0), (1, 0), (n− 1, 0)}, . . . , {(0, n− 1), (1, n− 1), . . . , (n− 1, n− 1)}},

Vb = {{(0, 0), (0, 1), . . . , (0, n− 1)}, . . . , {(n− 1, 0), (n− 1, 1), . . . , (n− 1, n− 1)}},

Vc = {{(0, 0), (1, 1), . . . , (n− 1, n− 1)}, . . . , {(n− 1, 0), (0, 1), . . . , (n− 2, n− 1)}}.
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Since every vertex in one part is connected to the vertices in other parts of V (Φ̂(G,S)), then Φ̂(G,S) ∼=
Kn,n,n and we have that for S∗ = S \ {1}

Spec(Cay(G,S∗)) = {3n− 3}
⋃
{(n− 3)[3n−3]}

⋃
{−3[n2−3n+2]}.

Figure 10. Cay(Z3 × Z3, S
∗)

As a conclusion, we have the following corollary:

Corollary 4.18. Consider the S-group G = Zn × Zn with S = {(1, 0), (0, 1), (1, 1)}. Then every
Cayley graph Cay(G,S∗), S∗ =

⋃
s∈S〈s〉 \ {1}, is integral.

In [4] the authors tried to present a method for constructing integral graphs by using the joined
union of graphs. They applied a graph operation known as the joined union of two graphs to find such
a bigger structure of graphs. This procedure is also important in many applications such as designing
and analyzing networks, however, their main purpose is to construct the infinite classes of integral
graphs. In this way generally complete graph Kn or complete bipartite graph Kn,n are specially used.

Theorem 4.19. Let Γ be a graph with vertex set v1, v2, . . . , vn. For each j = 1, 2, . . . , n let Γj be a
dj-regular graph on nj vertices. Then the spectrum of the graph Γ[Γ1, . . . ,Γn] is given by:

Spec(Γ[Γ1, . . . ,Γn]) =
n⋃

j=1

(
Spec(Γj)

dj
) ∪ {Spec(B̂)}.

Finally, the construction of integral graphs using G-graphs is given in the next example.

Example 4.20. The spectra of the following three finite G-graphs:

1) Φ̂(G,S), where G is the Klein group and S = {a, b, ab}. Then

Spec(Φ̂(G,S)) = {4} ∪ {0[3]} ∪ {−2[2]}.

2) Φ̂(S3, S) where S = {(12), (13), (23)}. Then

Spec(Φ̂(S3, S)) = {4} ∪ {1[4]} ∪ {−2[4]}.

3) Φ̂(A4, S), where S = {(123), (134)}

Spec(Φ̂(A4, S)) = {1[3]} ∪ {−1[3]} ∪ {−3}
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4.2. Hamiltonian G-graph and Cayley graph. In this section, we try to find the conditions needed
for a G-graph to be Hamiltonian. In [38], you can see some results about Hamiltonian Cayley graphs.
The following lemmas are some required results related to the line graph and the Hamiltonian graph.

Lemma 4.21. 1) The line graph of a Hamiltonian graph is also Hamiltonian.
2) For any simple connected graph Γ 6= K1,3,K3 ⇒ Aut(Γ) ∼= Aut(L(Γ)).

The next lemmas say some results on the vertex (edge) connectivity of the graph.

Lemma 4.22. 1) If Γ is a connected vertex-transitive graph, then its edge connectivity is equal
to its valence; [Godsil and Gordon (2001), p. 38. ]

2) Let Γ be a k-edge connected graph, then the line graph L(Γ) is k-connected and (2k − 2)-edge
connected; [ Chartrand and Stewart (1969)]

3) Every line graph of a 4-edge connected graph is Hamiltonian. [Zhan (1986)]

The importance of elements of order two in a group comes from the well-known fact that all simple
groups can be generated by some of their involutions. For instance, Rowley et. al. worked on
commuting involution graphs of the simple group and could obtain some interesting results on the
structure of these graphs, [6]. Also in [29], Gholaminezhad computed some topological indices of
commuting involution graphs.

In the following we construct the involution G-graph and the involution Cayley graph of some finite
groups. Then we bring the main result which is about the structure of involution G-graph and its
Hamiltonicity. Let G be a finite group generated by the set of elements of order two denoted by
S = Inv. The G-graph of Φ̃(G, Inv) is called the involution G-graph.

Theorem 4.23. The involution G-graph Φ̂ = Φ̂(G, Inv), with |Inv| 6= 3 is Hamiltonian.

Proof. At first suppose that |Inv| = 1, 2, then Cay(G,S) is a cycle which is Hamiltonian. Since
L(Cay(G,S)) = Φ̂(G,S), then the G-graph is Hamiltonian.
Now let |Inv| = k > 3. Since all elements of S = Inv are involutions, then every vertex set of the
principal clique hypergraph H is of order 2, which makes the same vertex set for Φ̂(G,S). So the dual
of H is a simple graph isomorphic to the structure of Cay(G,S). Since the valence of Cay(G,S) is
k ≥ 4 and this graph is vertex-transitive, hence Cay(G,S) is k ≥ 4-connected, thus from Lemma it’s
a line graph which is isomorphic to Φ̂(G,S), is Hamiltonian. □

Here we can see the results above applied for the G-graphs and the Hamiltonicity of corresponding
Cayley graphs. To prove the following examples we especially use the theorem 4.2.

Example 4.24. Let G = Z2
k = Z2 × Z2 × · · · × Z2︸ ︷︷ ︸

k

, k ≥ 2, be an elementary abelian group with the

generating set of involutions

Inv = {si = (0, 0, . . . , 0,︸ ︷︷ ︸
i−1

1, 0, . . . , 0); 1 ≤ i ≤ k},
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of size k ≥ 4. For x = Σ1≤i≤kaisi ∈ G and an automorphism α ∈ Aut(G), that α(si) = si+1, we can
see that the group 〈α〉 acts transitively on S. By the orbit stabilizer theorem, |〈α〉x| = |S| = |⟨α⟩|

|⟨α⟩x|
= k,

which say that |〈α〉x| = 1. Thus 〈α〉 acts regularly on S. Consider the subset

H = {x = Σ1≤i≤tλisi ∈ G|Σ1≤i≤kλi = 0},

of G that is clearly the subgroup of G and H ∩ 〈si〉 = {(0, 0, · · · , 0)}, because if x =
∑

1≤i≤k λiei = ej,
then

∑
1≤i≤k λi = 1 which is a contradiction. Since for x ∈ H,

α(x) =
∑

1≤i≤k

λiα(ei) =
∑

1≤i≤k

λiei+1

and
∑

1≤i≤k λi = 0, then α(H) ⊂ H.

Now we can bring the following result:

Theorem 4.25 ([12]). Let G = Z2
k be the elementary abelian group with the generating set S the same

as in the last example. Then the G-graph Φ̂(G,S) is the following Cayley graph which is Hamiltonian.

Cay(B = δ(H)⋊ 〈α〉, T )

Proof. According to the last example and by using the conditions in Theorem 4.2, the result is obtained
and the theorem is the direct result of the example. □

Example 4.26. Consider the symmetric group Sn with the generating set of transpositions Inv =

S = {(i, i + 1), 1 ≤ i ≤ n}, n ≥ 4. Define the map α = fρ, ρ = (1, 2, . . . , n), such that α((i, i + 1)) =

ρ(i, i + 1)ρ−1 = (i + 1, i + 2). By this function, the group 〈α〉 acts transitively on S, because we can
see that α2((i, i + 1)) = (i + 2, i + 3) and by induction α((i + t, i + t + 1)) = (i + t + 1, i + t + 2).
Thus for any two transpositions (u, v), (w, z) ∈ S there is m, such that αm((u, v)) = (w, z). Also 〈α〉
acts regularly on S. Let H = An be the alternating group. Obviously An ∩ 〈α〉 = {1} and since for a
x ∈ An, α(x) has the same parity of x, then α(H) ⊂ H. Now the conclusion is the following theorem.

Theorem 4.27. The G-graph Φ̂(Sn, Inv) is a Cayley graph Cay(δ(H)⋊〈α〉, T ) which is Hamiltonian.

In 1969 Lovász conjectured that every finite connected vertex-transitive graph contains a Hamil-
tonian path, [36]. After that Lovász conjecture remained a well-known open problem in graph theory.

Conjecture 4.28. Lovász conjecture (1970)

1) Every finite connected vertex-transitive graph contains a Hamiltonian path;
2) Every finite connected vertex-transitive graph contains a Hamiltonian cycle, except four types

of them which are not Cayley graphs.

The most general classes of finite groups for which Lovász conjecture was proved include

• Abelian groups;
• p−groups;
• Some dihedral groups and certain special extensions;
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• (Pak and Radoičić„ [38]) Every finite group G of size |G| ⩾ 3 has a generating set S of size
|S| ⩽ log2|G|, such that Cay(G,S) is Hamiltonian.

Proposition 4.29. Let Γ = Φ̃(G,S = {α, β}) be a simple connected G-graph and S∗ = (〈α〉∪〈β〉)\{1}.
Then L(Γ) ' Cay(G,S∗).

Proof. Every vertex of L(Γ) is an edge a = ([(α)x, (β)y], u) of Γ where u = 〈α〉x ∩ 〈β〉y. So θ : G →
V (L(Γ)), θ(u) = a is a bijection. Let (a, a′) ∈ E(L(Γ)), then for a vertex (β)z ∈ Vt(Γ) we have
a′ = ([(α)x, (β)z], u′). Hence for some i, j ∈ N, u = αix, u′ = αjx and then u′ = αj−iu with αj−i ∈ A.
It implies that uu′ ∈ E(Cay(G,S∗)); the converse is similar. □

Theorem 4.30. Let (G,S) be a finite S-group such that for all s, t ∈ S, 〈s〉 ∩ 〈t〉 = {1}. Suppose
S∗ =

⋃
s∈S〈s〉 \ {1}, then Cay(G,S∗) is Hamiltonian.

Proof. First let S = Inv be a set of involutions so S∗ = Inv:

• k = 1: G = 〈α〉 is cyclic, so Cay(G,S) is a cycle C|G| and Hamiltonian.
• k = 2: G = 〈β, γ〉 = D2m, so Cay(G,S) is Hamiltonian:

1→ β → γβ → γβγ → · · · → γ(γβ)m−1 → (γβ)m = 1.

• k = 3: S = {α, β, γ}, such that αβ = βα. Then Cay(G,S) is Hamiltonian. (Rapaport-
Strasser)
Let H = 〈β, γ〉 and H ⊂ Xi ⊂ G.

Ms(Xi) = {g ∈ G−Xi, g = sx ∈ 〈s〉x, x ∈ Xi}.

By induction: ∀i Mβ(Xi) = Mγ(Xi) = ∅, (Base of Induction: i = 1). At step i we obtain
a cycle which spans set Xi. Either Mα(Xi) = ∅, then the spanning cycle in Xi = G is
Hamiltonian. Otherwise, ∃y ∈ Mα(Xi) ⊂ G−Xi. Obviously Hy ∩Xi = ∅. Xi+1 = Hy ∪Xi.
By inductive assumption, x = αy ∈ Xi lies on the cycle which spans Xi. Since αx = y /∈ Xi,
γx ← x → βx and αβ = βα implies αβx = βy. Removing edges (x, βx) and (y, βy) from
cycles in Xi and Hy and adding (x, y), (βx, βy), will give a cycle which spans Xi+1.

y → x→ βx→ βy → γβy → βγβy → · · · → (βγ)my = y.

• k > 3: Let Γ = Φ̂(G,S) be a simple connected G-graph. Suppose B = {Γg, g ∈ G}, where
Γg is a subgraph contains all edges of label g. |B| = |G| and |Γg| = k. Take just one edge g

corresponding to each Γg. Let C = Cay(G,S). Then V (L(C)) = the labels and gh ∈ E(L(C))

if and only if g 6= h and g, h ∈ (s)x ∩ (t)y. Since the Cayley graph is vertex-transitive and
k ≥ 4 regular, by lemma 3, L(C) is 4−edge connected, and by lemma 4.22, C is Hamiltonian.

□
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4.3. The automorphism group of involution G-graph and Cayley graph. In this section, we
consider the structure of the involution G-graph and the involution Cayley graph of a finite group.
Then we study the automorphism group of such graphs. The results of this section are in the paper
by Gholaminezhad et., al. in [2].

For a given finite group G, an inner automorphism group denoted by Inn(G) is a subgroup of
Aut(G) given by the conjugation action of a fixed element in G. Moreover, the quotient group of
Aut(G) by Inn(G), gives rise to the concept of the outer automorphism group denoted by Out(G).

Lemma 4.31. For any automorphism f ∈ Aut(G), such that f(S) = S, we have that

f ∈ Aut(G,S) = {f ∈ Aut(G)|f(S) = S}.

This implies that Aut(G) = Aut(G,S) and since G ⩽ Aut(G) and
Aut(G,S) ⩽ Aut(Φ̂(G,S)), then G ⩽ Aut(Φ̃(G,S)).

Theorem 4.32. For a given finite simple group G, let G ∼= Φ̃(G, Inv). Then Out(A) = 1.

Proof. Since G is a simple group, then we have

G ∼=
G

Z(G)
∼= Inn(G) ⩽ Aut(G) ⩽ Aut(Φ̂),

which implies that
G ∼= Inn(G) = Aut(G) ∼= Aut(Φ̃(G, Inv)).

Therefore, Out(G) = 1. □

A simple group does not have any normal subgroups except for the trivial group and G itself.
There are 26 exceptional groups in the classification of finite simple groups, [22,31]. The classification
theorem states that the list of finite simple groups consists of 18 infinite families, plus 26 exceptions
that do not follow such a pattern and are called the sporadic simple groups. In the following, we see
that the sporadic groups of M11 and M23 could be examples of the converse of the last theorem.

Example 4.33. For the Mathieu groups G = M11 and G = M23 we have that Out(G) = 1 and our
calculations by using GAP and atlas of finite groups [22], show that the G-graph of these groups with
respect to the set of all their involutions Inv(G) is connected. Note that M11 and M23 are both simple
groups and can be generated by their involutions. On the other hand, we have that for G = M11,

Aut(M11) ∼= Aut(Cay(M11, Inv)) ∼= Aut(Φ̃(M11, Inv)) ∼= M11

and for G = M23,

Aut(M23) ∼= Aut(Cay(M23, Inv)) ∼= Aut(Φ̂(M23, Inv)) ∼= M23.

Lemma 4.34. L(Cay(G, Inv)) ∼= Φ̂(G, Inv).

Theorem 4.35. Let (G, Inv) be an Inv-group.

i) If |Inv| = 1 then Aut(Cay(G, Inv)) ∼= Z2 o S |G|
2

and Aut(Φ̂(G, Inv)) ∼= Aut(K|G|) ∼= S|G|.
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ii) If |Inv| ≥ 2, then Aut(Cay(G, Inv)) ∼= Aut(Φ̂(G, Inv)).

Proof. i) Let Inv = {a} and xy ∈ E(Γ) be an edge of the involution Cayley graph of G. Then
clearly y = ax and in general we can see that all pairs of elements (xi, axi), xi ∈ G are
adjacent in Cay(G, Inv). Hence |V (Cay(G, Inv))| = |G|

2 and Cay(G, Inv) ∼= |G|
2 K2. The set

of all vertices of involution G-graph Φ̂ = Φ̂(G, Inv) is V (Φ̂) = Va = {(x, ax), x ∈ Ta} of size
|G : 〈a〉| = 1

2 |G| and we see that Φ̂ has only one part of isolated vertices. Then Φ̂ ∼= K |G|
2

and

so Aut(Φ̂(G, Inv)) ∼= S|G|;
ii) By Lemma 4.34, the line graph of involution Cayley graph and involution G-graph are isomor-

phic to each other, which implies that their automorphism groups are also isomorphic. Now
we show that the automorphism group of L(Cay(G, Inv)) is isomorphic to the automorphism
group of Cay(G, Inv). By [34, pp. 25–35], for a given graph Γ, except from K2, K4 and the
following graphs,

1 2

3

4

1

2

3

4

Aut(L(Γ)) ∼= Aut(Γ). It is obvious that two above graphs are not Cayley graph and since
|Inv| ≥ 2, Cay(G, Inv) 6= K2. Now let G ∼= Z2 × Z2 = {1, a, b, c} and Inv = {a, b, c}, then
Cay(G, Inv) ∼= K4. On the other hand the G-graph Φ̂(G, Inv) is a three-partite 4-regular
connected graph, Figure 11, with vertex set Va ∪ Vb ∪ Vc which is isomorphic to the line graph
L(Cay(G, Inv)). So their automorphism groups are isomorphic.

(a)1

(b)1

(c)b

(a)c

(b)a

(c)1

Figure 11. Φ̂(Z2 × Z2, {a, b, c}).

This completes the proof. □

Example 4.36. The G-graph of the group G = L2(3) ∼= A4 is drown in the following. It is a discon-
nected regular graph with three isomorphic connected components. Because G has three involutions

Inv = Inv(A4) = {(1, 2)(3, 4), (1, 3)(2, 4), (1, 4)(2, 3)},
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that 〈Inv〉 ∼= Z2 × Z2 and for each s ∈ 〈Inv〉, |A4 : 〈s〉| = 6. Each connected component of Φ̂(G, Inv)

has 6 vertices and we have that

V (Φ̂(A4, Inv)) = V(1,2)(3,4) ∪ V(1,3)(2,4) ∪ V(1,4)(2,3)

= {((1, 2)(3, 4))x|x ∈ T(1,2)(3,4)} ∪ {((1, 3)(2, 4))y|y ∈ T(1,3)(2,4)}

∪{((1, 4)(2, 3))z|z ∈ T(1,4)(2,3)}

1 2

34

5

6

7 8

9 10

11

12

13 14

15 16

17

18

Figure 12. Φ̂(A4, Inv)

Example 4.37. Let G = U6n = 〈a, b|a2n = b3 = 1, bab = a〉.
For even n, U6n has only one involution {an}, then by Lemma 4.35(i), Φ̂(U6n, Inv) is an empty

graph isomorphic to K3n. Then

Aut(Φ̂(U6n, Inv = {an})) ∼= S3n.

For odd n, U6n has 3 involutions an, anb and anb2. It is easy to see that 〈Inv〉 ∼= S3. Then the
G-graph Φ̂(U6n, Inv) is disconnected with n connected components each of which is isomorphic to
Φ̂(U6, Inv = {a, ab, ab2}), that is a 4−regular 3−partite graph with vertex set Va ∪ Vab ∪ Vab2, each of
size 3.

(a)1

(a)b

(a)b2 (ab)1

(ab)b

(ab)a

(ab2)1 (ab2)b (ab2)ab

Figure 13. Φ̂(U6, {a, ab, ab2}).

Since Φ̂(U6n, Inv) contains n copies of Φ̂(U6, {a, ab, ab2}), then we have,

Aut(Φ̂(U6n, Inv)) ∼= Aut(Φ̂(U6, {a, ab, ab2})) o Sn
∼= (S3 o Z2) o Sn.
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If n is even then Cay(U6n, {a2}) is isomorphic to 3n copies of K2 and

Aut(Φ̂(U6n, {a2})) ∼= Z2 o S3n.

If n is odd it is also disconnected with n connected components each of which isomorphic to Cay(U6, {a, ab, ab2}) ∼=
K3,3.

Now we have ,

Proposition 4.38. For a group G = U6n the line graph of Cay(U6n, Inv) is isomorphic to the
involution G-graph Φ̂(U6n, Inv) and by Theorem 4.35(ii),

Aut(Cay(U6n, Inv)) ∼= Aut(Φ̂(U6n, Inv)) ∼= (S3 o Z2) o Sn.

Example 4.39. Let G = L2(p) be the projective special linear group on a field of size p. It is well-known
that Aut(L2(p)) ∼= L2(p) : Z2. Table 3 contains the automorphism group of G, the automorphism group
of its corresponding involution G-graph Φ̂ = Φ̂(G, Inv) and the automorphism group of the involution
Cayley graph Γ = Cay(G, Inv).

Table 3. 〈Inv〉, Aut(L2(p)), Aut(Φ̂) and Aut(Γ), where p = 2, 3, 5, 7, 11, 13, 17, 19.

G L2(2) L2(3) L2(5)

〈Inv〉 S3 Z2 × Z2 A5

Aut(G) S3 S4 S5

Aut(Φ̂) S3 o Z2 ((((A4 ≀ Z2) × A4) : Z2) : Z3) : Z2) : Z2 (A5 o Z2) : Z2

Aut(Γ) S3 o Z2 ((((A4 ≀ Z2) × A4) : Z2) : Z3) : Z2) : Z2 (A5 o Z2) : Z2

G L2(7) L2(11) L2(13)

〈Inv〉 L2(7) L2(11) L2(13)

Aut(G) L2(7) : Z2 L2(11) : Z2 L2(13) : Z2

Aut(Φ̃) (L2(7) o Z2) : Z2 (L2(11) o Z2) : Z2 (L2(13) o Z2) : Z2

Aut(Γ) (L2(7) o Z2) : Z2 (L2(11) o Z2) : Z2 (L2(13) o Z2) : Z2

G L2(17) L2(19)

〈Inv〉 L2(17) L2(19)

Aut(G) L2(17) : Z2 L2(19) : Z2

Aut(Φ̂) (L2(17) o Z2) : Z2 (L2(19) o Z2) : Z2

Aut(Γ) (L2(17) o Z2) : Z2 (L2(19) o Z2) : Z2

Our calculation given in Table 3 suggests the following conjecture:

Conjecture 4.40. If p ≥ 7 is a prime number then

Aut(Cay(L2(p), Inv)) ∼= Aut(Φ̂(L2(p), Inv)) ∼= (L2(p) o Z2) : Z2.
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Now we bring the structure of the automorphism group of the following finite groups:

D2n = 〈a, b|an = b2 = 1, b−1ab = a−1〉,

V8n = 〈a, b|a2n = b4 = 1, aba = b−1, ab−1a = b〉,

SD8n = 〈a, b|a4n = b2 = 1, bab = a2n−1〉,

T4n = 〈a, b|a2n = 1, an = b2, b−1ab = a−1〉,

U(2n,m) = 〈a, b|a2n = bm = 1, aba−1 = b−1〉.

Also in the next result, we will obtain the automorphism group of the involution Cayley graph and
the involution G-graph of them.

Lemma 4.41. The automorphism group of D2n, V8n, T4n, and U(2n,m) are as follows:

i) Let G = D2n, then Aut(G) ∼= Z×
n ⋉ Zn. Explicitly,

Aut(D2n) = {fs,t|s ∈ Z×
n , t ∈ Zn},

with fs,t(a
i) = ais and fs,t(a

ib) = ais+tb;
ii) Let G = V8n and n > 1, then Aut(G) is of order 4nϕ(2n) and for n = 1, G = D8, then

Aut(G) ∼= D8;
iii) Let G = T4n, then Aut(G) ∼= Z2n ⋊Z∗

2n of order 2nϕ(2n), where Z∗
2n is the group of units of

Z2n;
iv) Let G = U(2n,m) = Z2n⋉−1Zm, if m or n is not an odd number, then
|Aut(U(2n,m))| = mϕ(m)ϕ(2n) and

Aut(U(2n,m)) = {fi,j,r|fi,j,r(a) = aibj , fi,j,r(b) = br, (i, 2n) = (r,m) = 1}

= Z∗
2n × (Zm ⋊ Z∗

m)

where Z∗
2n is the group of invertible elements of Z2n.

If both m and n are odd, then |Aut(U(2n,m))| = 2mϕ(m)ϕ(2n) and

Aut(U(2n,m)) ∼= (Z∗
2n × (Zm ⋊ Z∗

m))⋊ Z2,

We refer to [37] for computing the automorphism group of T4n, V8n (n is odd). The automorphism
group of V8n, n is even, is obtained by Darafsheh and Poursalavati, [24]. The automorphism group of
U(2n,m) = Z2n⋉−1Zm is obtained by Yaghoobian in his PhD thesis [40].

Theorem 4.42 ([2]). The automorphism group of the involution Cayley graph Γ = Cay(G, Inv) and
involution G-graph Φ̂ = Φ̂(G, Inv), for the groups T4n, dihedral, semi-dihedral, V8n and U(2n,m) are as
follows,

1) Aut(Cay(T4n, Inv)) = Z2 o Sn and Aut(Φ̂(T4n, Inv)) ∼= S2n;
2) For odd n ≥ 3, Aut(Cay(D2n, Inv)) ∼= Aut(Φ̂(D2n, Inv)) ∼= Sn o Z2; For even n ≥ 2,

Cay(D2n, Inv) is a connected, (n + 1)−regular graph with 2n vertices and Φ̂(D2n, Inv) is
a connected (n+ 1)−partite graph of size n(n+ 1);
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3) For odd n ≥ 3,

Aut(Cay(SD8n, Inv)) ∼= Aut(Φ̂(SD8n, Inv)) ∼= (D8 o Z2) o Sn

and for even n ≥ 2, Aut(Cay(SD8n, Inv)) ∼= S4 o S2n;
4) For odd n, Cay(V8n, Inv) is a connected (2n + 3)−regular graph with 8n vertices. For even

n = 4k − 2, 〈Inv〉 = Z2 × Z2 ×Dn and for n = 4k, 〈Inv〉 = Z2 ×D2n and Cay(V8n, Inv) is a
disconnected graph. Finally, Φ̂ = Φ̂(V8n, Inv) is a 4(n+ 1)−regular graph which is connected,
for odd n, but it has two isomorphic connected components, when n is even;

5) For odd number m when n is odd, Aut(Cay(U(2n,m), Inv)) ∼= (Sm oZ2) oSn and when n is even
Aut(Cay(U(2n,m), Inv)) ∼= Z2 o Smn. For even number m, when n is odd,

Aut(Cay(U(2n,m), Inv)) = Aut(Cay(U(2,m), Inv)) o Sn,

and when n is even

Aut(Cay(U(2n,m), Inv)) ∼= S4 o Smn
2
.

5. G-graph as a network

The important property of the networks especially for the computer scientists, is continuing to
work with no losing connectivity. They seek the communication networks with the best degree of
robustness to enable communication, even if the network is damaged. Then there are two aspects
to studying network robustness. These two aspects correspond to two types of connectivity of the
associated graph: vertex-connectivity and edge-connectivity. Based on the interesting property of
vertex transitivity, every node or link is independent, which means that any damage that happens,
does not depend on its position in the corresponding graph.

In [23], Tanasescu et. al, motivate further studies on the structure of G-graphs by investigating some
of its connectivity presenting robustness properties in some particular cases. They believe in this case
it’s really important to ask about the recognizing these graphs. For instance, some transitivity and
connectivity properties of G-graphs and several optimally connected cases especially for the abelian
group are investigated. So the following results help us to study the general class of G-graphs which
are optimally connected and can be easily computed from a group.

As we mentioned in the introduction, for any graph Γ the following relation holds for the vertex-
connectivity and edge-connectivity of Γ.

κ(Γ) ≤ λ(Γ) ≤ δ(Γ).

According to [23], vertex and edge-connectivity of graphs are two key aspects of network robustness;
the best case corresponds to optimally connected networks for which κ(Γ) = δ(Γ). Also, the vertex
and edge transitivity as desirable properties for networks are interesting for their close link with
connectivity illustrated by the following result. Now we define the concept of an optimally connected
graph.
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Definition 5.1. A graph Γ satisfying λ(Γ) = δ(Γ) is called optimally edge-connected and a graph with
κ(Γ) = δ(Γ) is called optimally connected.

Theorem 5.2. A connected vertex-transitive graph is optimally edge-connected. If it is also edge-
transitive, then it is optimally connected.

There is a nice and close relation between vertex and edge-transitivity of G-graphs and the presen-
tation of the group. The following lemma will be used for proving Theorem 5.4.

Lemma 5.3. Let 〈S|R〉 be a presentation of group G and π a permutation on the set S of size k = |S|.
If R is invariant under π, then π can be associated with a group automorphism fπ ∈ Aut(G), such
that fπ(si) = sπ(i), for every si ∈ S.

Proof. Consider a given presentation G = 〈S|R〉 of a group G, a group H, and a mapping Θ : S −→ H.
Then Θ extends to a homomorphism Θ̃ : G −→ H if and only if for all r ∈ R the result of substituting
r with every s ∈ S by Θ(s) yields the identity of H. We directly apply this theorem to π and G = H

since R is invariant by π and we get an extended homomorphism fπ. Note that, since G is finite, R is
also invariant by π−1 . Hence we can similarly define fπ−1 . We have fπofπ−1 = fπ−1ofπ = id, where
id denotes the identity automorphism. So, fπ and fΠ−1 are automorphisms of G. □

Inspiring from Lemma 5.3, we associate a graph automorphism
τπ ∈ Aut(Φ̂(G,S)) to π with the following function:

τπ((si)x) = (fπ(si))fπ(x) = (sπ(i))fπ(x).

Also τπ−1 is defined similarly. Clearly τπ and τπ−1 are graph automorphism inverse one of the other.
Now the main result of this section is as next theorem:

Theorem 5.4. If G is a finite group with symmetric presentation 〈S|R〉, then Φ̂(G,S) is both vertex-
transitive and edge-transitive.

Proof. Vertex-transitivity:
Consider two vertices u, v ∈

⋃k
i=1 vsi we prove that there is a graph automorphism h ∈ Aut(Φ̂(G,S))

such that h(u) = v. For given two vertices u = 〈si〉x, v = 〈si〉y ∈ Vsi for a fixed i, the automorphism
δx−1y is our required automorphism. Now consider that u ∈ Vsi and v ∈ Vsj , i 6= j with the trans-
position π = (i, j). By Lemma 5.3, there exists a group automorphism fπ ∈ Aut(G) and a graph
automorphism τπ ∈ Aut(Φ̂(G,S)) such that fπ(si) = sπ(i) = sj and τπ(u) = v′ ∈ Vsj . From above,
there exists δg′ ∈ Aut(Φ̂(G,S)) such that δg′(v

′) = v. Now we have that δg′(τπ(u)) = v. Hence the
automorphism h = δg′oτπ satisfies h(u) = v. This concludes vertex-transitivity.

Edge-transitivity:
Let uv and u′v′ be two different edges of Φ̂(G,S). We should show that h ∈ Aut(Φ̂(G,S)), such that
h(uv) = u′v′. There are two cases as follows:

Case 1. If u, u′ ∈ Vsi and v, v′ ∈ Vsj , for the fixed i, j, the result is proved.
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Case 2. In the general case, suppose we have i1, i2, i3, i4 with i1 6= i2, and let u ∈ Vsi1
, u′ ∈

Vsi2
, v ∈ Vsi3

, v′ ∈ Vsi4
. Let π be a permutation on S such that π(si1) = si2 and π(si3) = si4 .

Hence we can consider the graph automorphism τπ ∈ Aut(Φ̂(G,S)), such that τπ(u) = u
′′ ∈ Vsi2

and τπ(v) = v
′′ ∈ Vsi4

with u
′′
v
′′ ∈ E. From Case 1 there exists an automorphism δg′′ such that

δg′′ (u
′′
) = u′ and δg′′ (v

′′
) = v′. By composition the automorphism h = δg′′oτπ satisfies h(u) = u′ and

h(v) = v′, which finishes the proof. □

We can see that if R is invariant under the transposition π = (i, j), then for all u ∈ Vsi and v ∈ Vsj

there is an automorphism hπ ∈ Aut(Φ̂(G,S)) such that hπ(u) = v. Moreover the proof of previous
theorem says that for any two edges uv and u′v′, there is an automorphism h ∈ Aut(Φ̂(G,S)), such
that h(u) = u′ and h(v) = v′ which shows that the graph is symmetric.

Using the previous results, some interesting connectivity properties for G-graphs are presented:

Theorem 5.5. Let G be a finite group with symmetric presentation 〈S|R〉. Then Φ̂(G,S) is optimally
connected.

Proof. By Theorem 5.4, Φ̂(G,S) is vertex-transitive and edge-transitive. Also, by the fact that S is a
generating set of G, then the G-graph is connected. Using Theorem 5.2, the result follows. □

One of the important cases is the bipartite case which helps interconnect two separated networks.
The needed condition is known already as orbits:

Theorem 5.6 ( [23]). For a connected bipartite graph Γ = (V,E), suppose the action of Aut(Γ) on
V (Γ) has two orbits. Then the graph is optimally connected.

Theorem 5.7. Any connected bipartite G-graph is optimally connected.

Proof. Let Φ̂(G,S) be a connected, bipartite G-graph with a generating set S = {s1, s2}. Then
the graph is edge-transitive and has at most two orbits regarding the action of Aut(Φ̂(G,S)) on the
vertices. If Φ̂(G,S) has only one orbit, it is certainly vertex-transitive, and by Theorem 5.2, it is
optimally connected. If Φ̂(G,S) has two orbits regarding the automorphism group, then by Theorem
5.6 it is optimally connected means the minimum degree κ(Γ) and the vertex connectivity δ(Γ) are
equal. □
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